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Dedication ¢ Christina Ellenberger Jackson

Figure1 Christina Elizabeth Ellenberger, engagement portrait

Christina was born in Germany, shortly after WWII,
and delivered by a midwife. She soon traveled to
America with her younger sister Maria and her parents.
She excelled in academics,and was inducted into the
National Honor Society in her junior year in high
school.

She chose Augustana College in Rock Island, lllinois,
where we met on the first day of school. As Conrad
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married a few days after graduation and moved to
Waterloo, Ontario, seminary for me, and an MA for her

in German literature. She did research for the German
department and encouraged my work in German.

Later, WELS pastors were surprised that | read German.

| was shocked that they did not.

We continued the teamwork at Yale University. |
worked at the medical school library, and Christina
worked for Dr. Joan Fassler, on the faculty at the Yale
Child Study Center, next door to the medical library.
Fassler begged her to stay on after my degree was
finished, but we moved on , to Cleveland and then Notre
Dame. Christina also attended two Elisabeth Kuebler -
Ross workshops. $he contributed to Kuebler -Rosszbook
On Children andDeath Scribner, 2011.

Christina also showed off her research skills in
Columbus, where she studied man-made disasters and
pursued engineering studies for DNV Technica. My

article writing turned to books, and she always helped
with that research. She did so much in our 51 years of
marriage that | wrote a book about it ¢+ Lutheran
Christina.

The synods were equally allergic to Luther and the
Scriptures, but Christina endured the nastiness of the
apostates and learned to laugh at theirvile, anonymous
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emails. My books were printed - hated or loved - in one
synod after another. The constantin publishing was her
unfailing encouragement and help with each effort.
Christina enjoyed hearing about the progress of this
book, which would be muted without a German
language and translating advisor. The books, large and
small, may seem numerous. That is due to her constant
help and the never-ending opposition of the
2EOOUI UYEUDYI OwOUUT OEORMIIWE O
not only reject the Chief Article of the Christianity ¢
Justification by Faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God but
also the work of Luther himself .



Special Thanks

| would like to thank Norma A. Boeckler for her artistic
contributions to this book, covers and interior, to
Facebook, and my Old Testament classes. We all love
her cheerful, beautiful, and inspiring works.

Janie Sullivan has worked onvirtu ally all my books and
Kindle versions. She is exactly what | need in getting a
book to the public.

Virginia Roberts has been a volunteer editor ever since
the Luther sermons, always proving how easy it is to
find my typos and opaque passages.

Alec Satin shocked me when he joined our little
congregation and showed a great deal of knowledge
about the King James Version He then created the
Lutheran Library Publishing Ministry

www.lutheranlibrary.org - a remarkable online
collection of over 300 books | would recommend for
reading and enjoyment and then some. He has also
produced many inexpensive print books from the

online collection.
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?Today there is an artificially produced conviction
resulting from marketing techniques and imposed on
the churches from without. This whole modern
consensus maintains the Bible publishing industry must
now determine the texts of Scripture.

The Church, as Professor van Bruggen has
demonstrated (The Future of the BibJe1978), has
abdicated her role as guardian of the Bible and has
turned such responsibility over to hirelings who market
various, conflicting translations to the confusion and
disarray ofthe Cl UUET 8 »

TheAuthorisedVersion 2012, Trinitarian Bible Society.

WELS approves Vulgate,
Douai, Silent Voices, ESV,

NNIV.NRSV 3
TEV. Holman, ‘
and KJV.

(2

Figure2 WELS Synod President Mark Schroeder agreed with the convention approving ALL
translations, an echo of the extra ALL in Romans 3, 2012 NIV.







Questions To Be Asked While Reading This
Book

1. Since manuscripts do not have a date, how can
scholars like Tischendorf promote a very early
date, or any datet without proof - enhanang their
careers?

2. Why did Tischendorf, a German Lutheran, have
an audience with the Pope, an arrangement with
a Roman Catholic king, and a deal with a Russian
Orthodox Tzar?

3. How can anyone claim, as Tischendorf did, that
monks devoted to ancient manuscripts were
burning up pages from Sinaiticus, a 1500year-old
bound volume (codex) with supple leather pages
that could not burn ¢ but would stink ?

4. How does anyone explain Sinaiticus having
white, supple pages after resting unknown for 15
centuries? Two witnesses attest to the whiteness,
and yet the codex later looked very much
darkened, not so much by age but by special
treatments.:

5. Since Tischendorf lied so many times about
Codex Sinaiticus, what does that suggest about

1 Daniels, David W. (2021). Who%E O EwUT T w? 6 OU@Ez Uw. OEI L
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his earlier work with Codex Ephraim Rescriptus 2
t and his later work embracing Codex Vaticanus

t ?so much like Sinaiticus?? Winaticus and
Vatincanus disagree at a 40% level, not exactly a
match, except for having the doubtful origins.

6. Why did the mysterious Codex Sinaiticus
UUEE]I OOQawExxl EUWEUwW208w" E
having no previous history, and was later stolen
by Tischendorf ¢ but never returned ¢ so the
1UUUPEOQUW?EOQOUOEWUI Dw2bp0OED
PT OO whOUOEG »

7. How did Tischendorf happen upon a codex with
no history and get away with his garbage -to-be-
burned-excuse for spiriting pages away for the
Catholic king?

8. Biblical apostates in England and America were
burning to have the earliest and best possible
New Testament Greek text, so why did they
accept the least trustworthy and most heretical
sources - Sinaiticus and Vaticanus? Were they
longing for the heresies Tischendorf promoted
with his fantasies?

2 Tischendorf claimed to have superb eyesight, enabling him to detect what
others could not, since the pages were erased and overwritten.Looking at his
complete record, this looks like another self-serving fable.

4



9. Indeed, why did the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod use Vaticanus as the main source for the
Gospel of Mark commentary, 1350 pages long?

10.Since Westcott and Hort were honored clergy and
scholars in England, why were they allowed to
push their Greek New Testament secretly on the
KJV Revision Committee? Their Greek New
Testament was printed but kept hidden for 10
years while they influenced the Revision
committee against the Majority Text?

11Why did the Westcott-Hort Greek New
Testament stay hidden until the horrible KJV
Revision came out ¥ revealing no references
(critical apparatus) to back up their wild claims,
which have been refuted by their peers?

12.The wild b oasting of Tischendorf and the absurd
theories of Westcott-Hort are an embarrassment
to text scholars, so why are they still locked into
loyalty to these Til Eulenspiegeldut opposed to
the clear, well-documented, apostolic sources of
the Byzantine Majority Text?

13Which is more likely to be the true apostolic
heritage?t 5,000 or more individual examples of
the Byzantine Text from a Christian empire 1100
years old ¢+ or a handful of dubious and heretical
exceptions with no history and no descendants?
That alone proves Vaticanus and Sinaiticus were

5



never used for anything other than supporting
papal supremacy over the Word of God.

14 When will the New King James Version and any
other KJV copycats stop referring to the Nestle-
Aland -Nida texts as genuine alternatives? Do we
join the apostates in saying a Virgin - or young
woman - will bear a son?® Are we so frightened by
these hucksters that we speak the Biblical truths
softly lest & O E z U w IBeChekiid clearly on the
streets of Gath?

Shall we permit this to be done! in the name of Christian
unity! and by a latitudinarianism that is our own heritage,
which rises ever anew from the embers of the past to find
such veiled support and strength in the citadel of Zion that
Confessionalism is told to whisper low in Jerusalem lest
she be heard on the streets of Gath.

Theodore E. Schmauk, The Confessional Principle, 1911, p. 941. ‘
e

Figure3 Schmauk is greatly admired today, but nead or quoted very often.

3 The RSVfirst used young woman instead of virgin in Isaiah 7:10. After the
firestorm, they used virgin in the text and footnoted young woman. Now the
RSV has young woman in the text and footnotes virgin. A con artist always
rigs the game against suckers.
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Prefacet Appreciating the King James
Version

The most read English Bible is the King James Version,
with 55% of the readers, compared to 19%for the latest
New International Version , the English Standard
Version, and the New Revised Standard Version.*

The numbers are surprising, given the strong sales of
NIV translations in bookstores. The NIV has topped
the CBA's bestselling Bible translation list for decades,
and continued to sell robustly in 2013.

The high numbers of KJV readers confirm the findings
of last year's American Bible Society (ABS)State of the
Bible report. On behalf of ABS, Barna Group found that
52 percent of Americans read the King James or the
New King James Version, compared with 11 percent
who read the NIV.

The KJV also received almost 45 percent of theBible
translation -related searches on Google compared with
almost 24 percent for the NIV, according to Bible
Gateway's Stephen Smith

4 Christianity Today, March, 2014, quoted a survey giving 55% to the KJV, only
19% to the NIV, single digits for the New RSV, etc. Single digits still add up to

a lot of Bibles in the wrong hands . The Most Popular and Fastest Growing Bible
Translation Isn't What You Think It Is

v


http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2011/february/best-selling-bible-translations.html
http://thomrainer.com/2013/03/19/top-ten-bible-translations-in-the-united-states/
http://cbanews.org/category/bestsellers/
http://www.americanbible.org/uploads/content/State%20of%20the%20Bible%20Report%202013.pdf
http://www.americanbible.org/uploads/content/State%20of%20the%20Bible%20Report%202013.pdf
http://www.openbible.info/blog/2008/11/new-feature-bible-translation-googleshare/
http://www.openbible.info/blog/2008/11/new-feature-bible-translation-googleshare/

In fact, searches for the KJVseem to be risingdistinctly

since 2005, while most other English translations are
staying flat or are declining, according to Smith's

Google research.

The percentagesdwindle after the first three modern
wannabees and there are so many more versions
scaled down to insipid and verbose. The KJV has much
to commend it, not only for its use of the Majority Text
but also for its deliberately grand , formal, and eloquent
style. If some complain that the KJV reads too much like
Shakespeare, others respond that the modern versions
sound too much like television cartoons. Even worse, all
UT T wOOET UOwW?UEDI OUPI PE2 wUI R
Majority Text and against each other too, because they
remove and corrupt so many passages, diluting and
Nevertheless, the Lutheran synods (ELCA, LCMS,
WELS, ELS, CLC, ELDONA) and all other mainline
denominations reject the KJV for their worship, colleges
and seminaries, printed readings, and official
proclamations. Beyond that opposition, agreement is
absentabout which bad translation or paraphrase they
think is best.

Details about the development of the KJV and the
crimes of the modern text and translation experts will
follow. First, let us cite the reasons why the KJV is
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favored above the rest and destined to outlast the
newest, everchanging, increasingly vapid Bibles. The
greatest stateanent is simple and profound ¢

Gustavus Swift Paine

?, EAQUUw, ENT UUawWwET wx Ol EUI EO-
POwl PUWEEEUI UUwUOwWUIT T wobOl ¢
now translated, such versions as are extant not
EOQUPI UPOT wOOwWUT T wOUuPT DPOEOG 2
Rainolds was a Puritan, and the Bishop of London felt

it his dutytodisagU 1 1 6 w? (I wl YI UawdOEOz
i OO0O0O6PI EO2 wUOOUUI Ew' PUW&UEE

~ ~ ~ ~ - s~ ~ ~ A

UOwUUEOUOEUDOT 62

*POT w) EOl UwPEUWGUPEOWUOwWxU
xUOI T UUO? wil wUEPEOQwW?( WEOUO
translated in English, but | think that of G eneva is the

b O U UrbesLeamned Merp. 1, 1834 Forgotten Books.

+++

Alister McGrath

"Aiming at truth, they achieved what later generations
recognized as beauty and elegance."” Alister McGrath,In
the Beginning p. 254.

+++



Harvard University Press

261 Wi EYl WEUWEwWUUOTI wUUI EwUOT 1
translations, and our reasons for doing so must be
obvious: it is the version most English readers
associated with the literary qualities of the Bible, and it

is till arguably the version that best preserves the

OPUIl UEUawl I i 1T EOUWOI wOT T wOUDT
The Literary Guide to the Bihledited by Robert Alter and

Frank Kermod, Harvard University Press, 1987, p. 7.

+++

Victor Hugo, f rom Christian History Institute 5
PENGLAND HAS TWO BOOKS: the Bible and
Shakespeare. England made Shakespeare, but the Bible
made England.? | Victor Hugo (1802 1885)

++H

George Bernard Shaw

?The translation was extraordinarily well done because
to the translators what they were translating was not
merely a curious collection of ancient books written by
different authors indifferent stages of culture, but the
word of God divinely revealed through His chosen and
expressly inspired scribes. In this conviction they

5 https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/they -said-it-bestkjv
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carried out their work with boundless reverence and
care and achieved a beautifully artistic result . . . they
made a translation so magnificent that to this day the
common human Britisher or citizen of the United States
of North America accepts and worships it as a single
book by a single author, the book being the Book of
Books and the author being God.?» | George Bernard
Shaw (1856 1950) Quoted in G. S. PaineThe Men Behind
the King James Versig¢rand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1959,
1977), pp. 182183

+++

H. L. Menken, Famous Journalist and Agnostic

?It is the most beautiful of all the translations of the
Bible; indeed, it is probably the most beautiful piece of
writing in all the literature of the world. Many attempts
have been made to purge it of its errors and obscurities.
An English Revised Version was published in 1885 and
an American Revised Version in 1901, and since then
many learned but misguided men have sought to
produce translations that should be mathematically
accurate, and in the plain speech of everyday. But the
Authorised Version has never yielded to any of them,
for it is palpably and overwhelmingly better than they
are, just as it is better than the Greek New Testament, or
the Vulgate, or the Septuagint. Its English is
extraordinarily simple, pure, eloquent, lovely. It is a

11



mine of lordly and incomparable poetry, at once the
most stirring and the most touching ever heard of. 2
| H.L.Mencken (1880-1956).

+++

Winston Churchill

"The scholars who produced this masterpiece are
mostly unknown and unremembered. But they forged
an enduring li nk, literary and religious, between the
English-speaking people of the world." The King James
Bible TranslatorsOlga S. Opfell; Jefferson and London:
McFarland, 1982 From HolyBible.org

+++
"OO0x U007z UWSOEAEOOXxTI EPEOwW. OOD(
"One of the supreme achievements of the English
Renaissance came at its close, in the King James Bible...It

Is rightly regarded as the most influential book in the

history of English civilization...the King James Version
combined homely, dignified phrases into a style of great
richness and loveliness. It has been a model of writing

for generations of English-speaking people.”

+++

From America Online, May 26, 1995

"The greatest English Bible is the Authorised , or King

James, Version. Based on Tyndale's translation and

original texts, it was produced in 1611 by six groups of
12



churchmen at the command of King James |. The King
James Bible became the traditional Bible of English
speaking Protestants. Its dignified and beautiful style
strongly influenced the development of literature int he
English language. The influence can be seen in the
works of John Bunyan, John Milton, Herman Melville,
and many other writers."

Volume 3; Crowell -Collier Educational Corporation;
1967, 1972 ed. p.p. 137, 138 Rev. Holt H. Graham; Rev.
Joseph M. Petulla;Mr. Cecil Roth.

+++

Charlton Heston ,

In the Arena: An Autobiography , pp. 554555

"...the King James translation has been described as 'the
monument of English prose' as well as 'the only great
work of art ever created by a committee'. Both
statements are true. Fifty-four scholars worked seven
years to produce the work from its extant texts in
Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English. Such an
undertaking can be expected to produce great
scholarship, but hardly writing as spare and sublime a s
the King James....

?The authors of several boring translations that have
followed over the last fifty years mumble that the KJV
Is "difficult" filled with long words. Have a look at the

13



difficult long words that begin the Old Testament, and
end the Gospds: 'In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form,
and void; darkness was upon the face of the deep.' and
'‘Now, of the other things which Jesus did, if they should
be written everyone, | suppose the world itself could
not contain the books that would be written.'
Shakespeare aside, there's no comparable writing in the
language, as has been observed by wiser men than I.

Over the past several centuries it's been the single book
in most households, an enormous force in shaping the
development of the English language. Carried around
the world by missionaries, it provided the base by
which English is about to become the lingua franca of
the world in the next century. Exploring it during this
shoot [Ten Commandments] was one of the most
rewarding creative experiences of my life."

+++

Theodore P. Letis

2, OUI OYI UOwUT OUI weOl UT awpkpT Ouw
line with the New Tradition have sent a clear signal to

their parishioners and colleagues that, unlike William
Tyndale, they no longer find the verbal view of
DPOUxDPUEUDPOOWEOOxI OODPOT 82
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The Ecclesiastical Text: Text Criticism, Biblical
Authority, and the Popular Mind, 1997.

+++

Trinit arian Bible Society

?The Authorised Version translators continued in the
textual tradition which the church had used and
accepted for hundreds of years. In doing so, they
continued the solidarity of both original language texts

and also of Earlier English translations upon which they
EEUI EwUl T PUwPOUOG

The Authorised Versiono w6 I E0w3 OEEaz Uw" |
to Know about the Authorised (King James) Version,
2012, p. 2.

+++

TBS ¢ The Excellence of the Authorised Version

The conspicuous merits of the s O1 P w Ok WD Gu h
gradually gained recognition. It was not only
pronounced more scholarly, but it was found to be more
readable than any other English translation of the
Scriptures. Many of the changes incorporated in the
Authorised Version were not designed to give a new
meaning to the Scriptures, but to express the old
meaning in another way, for the sake of literary
improvement.
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Changes were made to make theEnglish agree better
with the truth of the original, but far more were made
for the sake of good, plain English and pleasant cadence
in reading. The translators introduced a sweeter,
smoother and more stately diction into our English
Bible, and this was a great gain.

+++

Public Reading- Trinitarian Bible Society

The English Bible is designed for public reading, and
whatever makes it read more smoothly, and in a style of
pathos or majesty more accordant with its subject
matter, is a help to the reader anda benefit to the hearer.
The statements of the Bible that bearon our condu ct and
comfort, on our salvation and sanctification, are meant
to be remembered, so as tobe present in our minds
whenever temptations or afflictions come our way.
Whatever choice or arrangement of words makes these
statements of the Bible more striking or more
impressive, more pleasant to the ear, or more
fascinating to the imagination, makes them also more
easily remembered, and more potent for good.

It is not enough that our English Bible be a
mathematically correct translation from the original
Scriptures, word for word, point for point. It should,
both in its literary grace and in its Divine revelations, be
a well-spring of spiritual life in  the broadest and highest

16



sense ofthe terms. We cannot be toograteful, therefore,

that the framers of our Authorised Version were not
O00awUOPOOl Ewb Owl@dIi W ElpyUCEW B
gifted with an ear for melody. This particular excellence

of the AV was recognized even by Roman Catholic
scholars who feared that it would make a deep
impression upon the minds of many readers.
Archbishop Faber declared,

Who will not say that the uncommon beauty and
marvelous English of the Protestant Bible is not one of
the great strongholds of heresy in this country? It lives
on the ear, like a music that can never be brgotten, like
the sound of church bells, which the convert hardly

knows how he can forgo. Its felicities often seem to be
almost things rather than mere words. It is part of the
national mind, and the anchor of national seriousness.

At the present time one might well inquire whether any
such testimony could be borne in praise of any of the
numerous modern versions that are offered in its
place.?

Trinit arian Bible Society Booklet

6 https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.tbsbibles.org/resource/collection/D1BOBDBE -
CD9E-4D12-BBDD-138677F98835/Thd=xcellenceof-the-Authorised -

Version.pdf
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+++

Preface to the Original King James Version

Jwll w(OwbUwbOOUwOOOaWEOWEUDOOUI
of weapons, both offensive and defensive; whereby we

may save ourselves and put the enemy to flight.
Jwltw(OwbPUwOOUWEOwWI 1 UEOWEUU
paradise of trees of life, which bring forth fruit every

month, and the fruit thereof is for meat, and the leaves

for medicine.

Juwl Ku( UOwbUwOOUWEwWxOUwOI w, EOC
were for memory only, or for a meal's meat or two, but

as it were a shower of heavenly bread sufficient for a

whole host, be it never so great; and as it were a whole

cellar full of oil vessels; whereby all our necessities may

be provided for and our debts discharged.

Jw! kw ( Ow E w braniy @hreBd) Rarry))uoE w
wholesome food, against fenowed [mouldy.] traditions;

Ew xI AaUPEPEOAUW UT Oxw ZF WF2WSL
Psal.primum.] (Saint Basil calleth it) of preservatives

against poisoned heresies; a pandect ((a complete

body)) of profitable laws against rebellious spirits; a
treasury of most costly jewels against beggaly
rudiments; finally, a fountain of most pure water

springing up unto everlasting life.
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Jwlt w OEwbPT EVUWOEUYI Oy wUOT 1T wod
heaven, not from earth; the author being God, not man;

the inditer, the Holy Spirit, not the wit of the Apostles

or Prophets; the penmen, such as were sanctified from

the womb, and endued with a principal portion of

God's Spirit; the matter, verity, piety, purity,
uprightness; the form, God's word, God's testimony,
God's oracles, the word of truth, the word of salva tion,

etc.; the effects, light of understanding, stableness of
persuasion, repentance from dead works, newness of

life, holiness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost; lastly, the

end and reward of the study thereof, fellowship with

the Saints, participation of the heavenly nature, fruition

of an inheritance immortal, undefiled, and that never

shall fade away.

Jwl Aw' ExxawbUw0i T wOEOwWUT EVuW
and thrice happy that meditateth in it day and night.

+++

Alexander McClure

? 31 1 wi DUU U wkolvéve,Eowaidigiviog tocthe O

English nation a Bible printed in their own tongue, were

the translations of the Gospels of Matthew and Mark,

made by William Tyndale, and by him printed at

Hamburg, in the year 1524; -- and a translation of the

whole of the New Testament, printed by him partly at

'O001T Ol OWEOEwWxEUUOawWwEUwW6 OUO
19



Alexander McClure, The Translators Revived.utheran
Library Publishing Ministry, p. 6.

+++

Robert Martin

761 AawbDPUWEEEUUEEawOi wOUEOUOEU
the Bible is the Word of the living God. It is an utterly

unique book. It is the inscripturated revelation to
OEOOPOEW Ol w&OEZUwWwODPOEWEOEWDbP
record of His redemptive work. And this being so, there

IS no more important piece of literature in the world.

ThuUOwUT 1 WEEEUUEEaAwWwOl wUI T w! PE
U0OOUUwhOx OUUEOEI 62

Robert Martin, Accuracy of TranslationThe Banner of
Truth Trust, 1989, p. 2.

+++

David Blunt

2. 0PUUDPOOWOIT woE VAutidised udrsion) O E wi
(AV) is the main type of alteratio n found in the modern
versions. The New Testament of one popular modern

version, the New International Version (NIV) , first
published in 1973, omits seventeen complete verses

found in the AV | a figure found applicable to most

OOEI UOwYI UUDPOOUG -

David Blunt, Which Bible Version: Does It Really Matter?

Trinitarian Bible Society, 2007, p. 3.
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+++

#UO0w OEOEzUw( Oi OUI OEl wOOwUI
Version

#UBw OEOEzUwxi UOPEDPOUUWYDI E
Bibles in the original manuscripts is profoundly seen in

the NIV Bible. The same hand that would excise whole
books of the Bible from our Canon would also excise
many, many texts.?

Hembd, 6 T E0w3 OEEaz Uw" io Kridw &bBuE O w
Dr. Kurt Aland , Trinitarian Bible Society, 2007, p. 11f.

+++

Jim Mitchell
?Dear Pastor Greg,

| just wanted to take the time to congratulate you on
informing the world of the outstanding
accuracy/dependability of the KJV translation. You
have done what this journalist used to dream of. | know
I'm not telling you anything, but you really have the
story of all time since it is important to the salvation
journey of all. What a wondrous work the Lord has
EOOT wUOT UOUTT wadUdwsOUzYIl wb(
credible reasons for the total lack of credibility of certain
? EDE OP E E Gandl th xobvidls Uharm they have
done. | would be glad for any recommendations you
may have on studying Greek and Hebrew .?
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Cralty conduct 1s pared

with adulterating the Word

of God. These two ever go
together. He who 1s not
honest with himselt will not
be overhonest with the

Word.

Lensk,
Connthians,

p. 955,

Figure4 Richard C. H. Lenski is highly regarded in matgnominations fohis New
Testament commentaries.

22



Required Reading: The Gospels of Mark and
John and the Text

Crucial for Understanding the Radical Academic Shift
to Apostasy

Many believers are not aware of thefamous, academic,
radical Biblical scholars using the Gospels of Mark and
John to advance their theories and deny the Scriptural
truth. Pietism, with its emphasis on cooperation rather
than doctrine, helped rationalism begin to flourish, at
Halle University and other places . The famousReimarus
Fragments were printed anonymously to deny the
miracles of the Bible, among other things. The Gospel of
John was dismissed by the Tuebingen School as
belonging to an era three centuries after Christ. That
claim allowed the academics to disregard any support
in the Fourth Gospel regarding historical and doctrinal
revelation. In fact, they hated the open Trinitarian
OEUUUI woOi w) 61 6zUw&OUx1T OOwUI
as the only begotten Son of God, His Virgin Birth,
Resurrection, and Ascension These wiser-than-the-
Holy Spirit professors considered Jesus to be a
wandering teacher who inspired love, caused
emotional healings, and never considered Himself the
Messiah, Savior, or Son of God.

With the Fourth Gospel out of the way in the quest for
the historical Jesus,t | WEEEEI OPEUWEOUO
23



Gospel into that kernel of truth they were seeking, the

story of Jesus without the divine or miraculous. The
Westcott- OUUw&UIT 1 OQw-1 pw31 UUEOI 60U
Of w&OE2 wi UOOwW, EVUOwWh6 hud w
W-HMark 1:1 0 Ot @8 (G(OR GRUAAUEBORR é:
0 The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

KJV ¢+ Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

The Westcot-Hort edition also stopped the Gospel at
Mark 16:8, with the rest of the chapter closed off in
square brackets to show that the traditional ending did
not really belong. This editing of the Greek text, with no
support for these actions, reduced the divinity of Christ
in Mark 1:1 and erased His resurrection in Mark 16. A
century after Wescott-Hort, the first RSV edition
dropped the ending of Mark into a footnote and later
raised it up with a space between verse 8 and 9 to show
that the ending was foreign. Thanks to Tischendorf,
Westcott, Hort, Aland, and Metzger, the New
Testament has become a model airplane kit to be
assembled with cheap glue, even with parts missing
and the wrong parts glued in recklessly.

3T 1T wgl EOT T UwbOw, EUOZUw&OUxIT O
fantasies about the undiscovered primitive version, the
kernel, the story of a popular teacher. Humorously,
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because Biblical experts oftenpaint strange mirages, the
academics postulated Q, the imaginary source shared
between Matthew and Luke, because thosetwo Gospels
had so much in common with each other. However,

nothing like Q has ever been found. Theories build

slowly and often fade slowly. The least likely view for
them - the traditional perspective - has the Gospels
written by the Apostles Matthew and John and by
associates of ApostlesPeter and Paul for Mark and

Luke, all inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of John is stilldated by academics- far from

the time of Jesus. In 1975, at Notre Dame, Elisabeth
SchuesslerD OUT OAEwWUUEUI EOQw?3T 1 u
written in the first century by the Apostle, according to
conservatives, 300 years latet EEEOQUEDOT wUOL
She is still teaching, at Harvard Divinity School. For

most Biblical scholars with an academic position, the
Bible is just a book to be treatal like other books, with
lengthy analysis and competing arguments. Their
values are strictly rationalistic, and their tolerance for
traditional Christian professors is zero, including the

issue of the text itself, which is where it began. Those

who want th e Gospel of John 300 years later also want

to remove all the historical data and quotations, and call

it a Gnostic, semi-pagan text.

25



The Christian Church once handled the teaching of
Biblical doctrine and the printing of the KJV . Now the
Scriptures are dominated by the extreme Left, literally
the National Council of Churches owning the RSV, New
RSV, and ESV Bibles are printed and promoted by a
variety of profitable businesses. College and seminary
professors areboth the products and the promoters of
rationalistic views. They are opponents of the King
James Version. Faculty are happy to be named as
consultants for the latest, most dumbed-down, least
demanding Bible. The denomination will not give them
free trips to Israel, but the Bible factories will. 7

| remember, as a lad,hearing the excitement about the
RSV being a new, modern version of the Bible, then
learning the Virgin Birth was denied in Isaiah 7:10.
Much | ater | studied in the RSV Room, the reading room
of Yale Divinity School Library, where the RSV was
developed. No one wants to mention that their favorite
translations are sired by the radical National Council of
Churches. The alleged new, improved ESV is printed

7 The Southern Baptists voted to forbid their chain of stores from displaying
the newest NIV, only allowing individual orders sub rosaThe stores said,
No, they will sell the 2011 NIV anyway -
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2012/february/lifeway -declines-
sbcrequest-to-bar-niv -from -stores.html
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under license from the NCC, a fact not promoted by the
sellers or readers of the Bible.

The engine behind the repudiation of the KJV is really
the monopoly established by Bible text critics. Westcott-
Hort began the consolidation with their own Gree k
New Testament, which seemed to fail, but the
modernists ascended in the 1930s accepted it, and
never let go.t The Biblical text, especially the New
Testament Greek, has been a playground for apostates
ever since, and afallback position for anyone accused of
Ul EET POT wOPEI UEOQwWOOUDPOOUB w3
Bible did not float down from heaven. It was made and
UUEOQUOPUUIEwEa wOEODG »

KJV Matthew 24: 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away.

8 My first Greek New Testament was a Westcott-Hort. | now have a Byzantine
(Majority or KJV text), a United Bible Society GNT, and a WestcottHort, all in
perfect condition. Westcott-Hort and the Byzantine (Stepharus), are also part
of the Bible Gateway website, which | use daily. The rationalistic Society of
Biblical Literature ¢ ?In circumstances such as these, the existence of an
alternative critically edited text | the SBLGNT differs from the standard text
in more than 540 variation units| will help to remind readers of the Greek
New Testament that the text-critical task is not finished.? w( OUUOEUEUD O
SBL Greek New Testament

9No one has ever claimed that the Bible floated down from heaven. However,
God has miraculously preserved His Word, as proven by the dominance of
the KJV today, 70 years after the National Council of Churchesbirthed the RSV
and later the ESV and New RSV. KJV Proverbs 30:55 Every word of God is
pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
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PART ONE ¢ Introduction , The King James
Version




Preface

Comparisons show there is a four-fold swindle being
worked on the church and academic populations.

1. The preferred New Testament text has been
switched from the witness of 98% of the evidence
t the Majority Text - to the dubious manuscriptsz w
witness of 2% - the Westcott-Hort morphing into
the Nestle-Aland -UBS, a processwhich began in
1881. Wake up!

2. Based on ths New Testament text fraud, the
translations no longer aim at precision but use the
imaginations of fiction writers.

3. The Roman Catholic Church has assumed a vast
amount of authority in this ecumenical, apostate
enterprise, both in the slant of the text and the
paraphrases. They are a part of the American
Bible Society, the United Bible Societies, and
1T T OU0U0wU0OwWxUIl Ul OUwOOT w?20
Protestants.

4. The "conservative" Lutheran church bodies are
eager members of this enterprise, promoting the
Seminex rationalistic view of the Bible without a
whimper from Christian News the LCMS, the ELS,
ELDONA, or the rock-ribbed Wisconsin Synod.
Instead of guarding the Word of God, they protect
their own cash registers.

30



Only two alternatives are possible. One is the historic
view of the Christian Church ¢ the Bible is the revelation
of God, inerrant and infallible, the inspired Book of the
Holy Spirit, given by God and written down by man .
God protects His Scriptures, which like Jesus, have two
natures, divine and human, and yet without sin.

The alternative is to view the Scriptures as an important
but fallible work of mankind, full of errors and
contradictions, valued for the myths and symbols
established, explained and elaborated by enlightened
and reasonable people.

The denominational establishment cherishes the
alternative view, with predictable results. Few clergy

today have any serious training in the Biblical

languages. Everyone is supposedly smarter today and
capable of using entire libraries on their computers, but
their brains cannot bear the struggle of learning Greek
for the New Testament and Hebrew for the Old

Testament. The word seminary was originally used to
mean a seedbed for learning. Now the students are
assumed to be too weak to digin the soil, to labor in the
vineyard, so they are condemned to watch from the
outside, and buy their Bibles from profitable presses
minting money for the fortunate.

A modern sermon starts with a text from the Bible and
abandons the message in order to puisue a sales pitch
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for the denomination, a plea for local funds, or a rousing
speech in favor of current political issues. If done
correctly, or copied from a good source, the sermont a
bad word ¢ no, the message will leave people burdened
with guilt for t he hardness of their flinty hearts. The
Church of Rome learned long ago that perpetual guilt is
an energy to be encouraged and promoted. The issue is
not whether the original text is used, because the
customers have no idea that they have been herded into
the modern, 7scientific? text corral. Almost every
translation ¢ or rather, paraphraset of the Bible is based
upon the supposed latest and best, everchanging text.

This alternative view of the Bible provides everyone

with unparalleled freedom , because tle Scriptures are
&OEzUwUODI Pl EOQOwl EUOCOODPOUUWUI
in plain language for everyone.

The exception is the King James Version Everyone is

warned against precise translation from faithful texts .

? 3 | ®@W ane is much simpler to read than the King

Jamest PUwWPEUwWUT UUT Ewi OUwUT T wkb
%UOPODPOT OwUT T wil RxT UOUwUEaOuw
literal, tooold - E UT B @&@h tAed3V friends will say
PUOwWPUWEW?POUEwWI OUwbOUEdom UUE C
word approach only happens in interlinear translations,

which are awkward, used mostly for beginners in
seminary trying to show they are translating. Biblical
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help hidden under the desk is called a Jimmie from
using the King James or a pony, for getting a free ride.
Lenski created a literal Greek New Testament for
emphasis on the grammar, but the results are for Greek
class, not public reading.

This precise translation view was challenged by what
seemed to be a new chapter of Animal Farmd w ?
translations are equal, but some translations are more

-

O

I GUEOWUT EOQwOUT 1 U Ud readedsiuse th¥ E U

King James Version, but publishing houses found a
brilliant way to change loyalties. The New International

Version (NIV) asked for leading members of each
denomination to be advisors for the upcoming project.
Prestige, awards, and trips were funded. Even a tiny
church body like the Wisconsin Synod had two names
listed ¢+ John Jeske and David Kusket alongside of
Pentecostals, Methodists, Northern Baptists, Southern
Baptists®, the Reformed, the ELCA bodies about to
merge, and many more. As every pastor knows, it is
easier to speak against a old traditional translation, the
KJV, than to question the version endorsed and
embraced by their seminary faculty members, a new

10 At Wheaton College, the Billy Graham Center, the leader of the program
distinguished between Baptists fro m the North and Baaabtists from the South.
The air immediately became rather frosty after that observation.
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translation with many influential and prickly friends
and relatives.

As the paraphrases branched out into newer and more
creative works of translation marketing, Christian

doctrine became untethered by the original, even their

butchered new text. The rationalism that inspired these

changes in text and translation were expressed with
great freedom. The best example is Justification by
Faith, the hallmark of the Reformation and the bane of
Rationalists of every type. The Universalists established
their dogma thus - every single person in the world is

already forgiven and saved. That is their perfected
expression of grace, derived from the goodness of God
and avoiding the Gospel of New Testament. The New

NIV of 2011 broke free of the earlier versions ¢ and all

Greek textst by declaring:

2011 NIV Romans 3:22 This righteousness is given
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is

no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all [not

in any Greek text] are justified freely by his grace

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.:t

119The 2011 update to the NIV is the latest fruit of this process. By working
with input from pastors and Bible scholars, by grappling with the latest
discoveries about biblical languages and the biblical world, and by using
cutting -edge research on English usage, the Committee on Bible Translation
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KJV Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which
Is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference: 23 For dl have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus:

Not the original NIV, but the New NIV of 2011 has
handed Universalism to the reading public through

their paraphrase, Ea WEOEDODPOT w?E OHew E
earlier NIV is no longer printed and cannot be used in

new Christian education materials, thus requiring new
purchases where denominations are printing their own
materials and quoting the NIV. And yet the clergy,
especially the Lutherans, are silent and afraid of
guestioning this corruption and deceit.

Figure5 The text scholars already had one codex named A, so Tischendorf used Aleph to place
his Sinaiticus firstadd T T WE P OUOE A U wb O Eeveld tHaugh & WadtgedunR@ wO T 1
19th century.

has updated the text to ensure that the New International Version of the Bible
remains faithfulto HOPEUE w+ 00T z UwOU B Twp ®EGOWD EWi BT
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New -International -Version-NIV -

Bible/
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. the snow from heaven,
’al}t&.'n;eturneth not thither,
/>~ but watereth the earth,
‘ keth it bring forth

|.  Autobiographical Academic
Introduction

| grew up in the 1950s, in the center of the Corn and
Bible Belt, when the King James Version of the Bible was
gradually being replaced by the Revised Standard
Version. Early on | heard that the RSV denied the Virgin
Birth of Christ, but they backpedaled after the blowback
from most denominations was too heated. Little did we
know that the RSV was a product of the Marxist
National Council of Churches, whose maiden name was
the Federal Council of Churches. The Federal Council
was so obviously Marxist that they did what any good
mainline ecumenical group would do, they changed the
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name but kept the same address, the funding, and the
radical ideology .

Carrying a Greek textbook might have been garlic to
some at Augustana College in the 1960s, but it attracted
the notice of my future wife, Christina. Little did | know
that only pre -theology students studied Greek. | got
into the course as a freshman by mistake and carried the
classic PaineBeginning Greektextbook. | was fascinated
with ancient history, especially Greece, even though
two years of Latin did everything possible to
exterminate my interest. Christina also took Greek, a
year behind me, and | took German for two years. In
seminary | took Hebrew for no cr edit and increased my
Greek knowledge by writing out translations of John,
Mark, Revelation, and Galatians. | learned how difficult
translating was, but | also began to understand the
meaning of words in their Biblical context rather than
memorized from a vocabulary list in a textbook.

In 197273, | had the chance to earn an STM at Yale,
studying the Bible in Hebrew and Greek, under

1. Nils A. Dahl,
2. Robert Wilson, and
3. Abraham Malherbe.

Those were the best years of Biblical studies at Yale
Divinity, because those professors emphasized the text
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of the Scriptures rather than the rationalistic theories

about them. That was a Brigadoon:z experience, as a
later graduate told me ¢ the greats were soon retired

and promoted to eternal life.

1 Paul L. Holmer taught philosophical theology.

1 Roland Bainton lectured in retirement and later
helped me with my dissertation. He wrote Here |
Stand, A Life of Martin Lutheand many other best-
selling church history books.

1 Sydney Ahlstrom finished his Religious History of
the American Peopla 1972 and talked at member
forums at Bethesda Lutheran Church, down the
hill from the divinity school.

9 George Lindbeck, the official observer from the
Lutheran Church at Vatican I, came to the early
morning service at Bethesda, where | was the
regular liturgist.

9 *UPUUI Uw2U1 OEET OOw' EUYEUE w
visited YDS and lectured becausel D UwU OOz U wi
was there. Mahlherbe, a Harvard PhD, refuted
201 OEET GeziJauféM nkinUtesUafter it was
over.

12 Brigadoon is a Lerner and Lowe musical where two hikers stumble into a
city that only becomes visible every 100 years. Dahl, Holmer, Ahlstrom,
Lindbeck, and Pelikan were Lutherans. Bainton was dubbed an honorary
Lutheran.
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9 Church historian Jaroslav Pelikan came to the
second serviceat Bethesda Lutheran Church and
spent time visiting with us at the coffee hour.
Soon after, Imet his brother and visited his father
in the hospital in Cleve land.

| was accepted at Notre Dame for their PhD program in
1975, getting a full tuition scholarship. We moved as
close as possible to the campus, 50 miles away, and
began regular commuting. | took apocalyptic literature

in the Bible with Elisabeth Schuesder-Fiorenza and a
theology seminar with her husband Frank Schuessler-
Fiorenza. Notre Dame wanted the couple gone, which
ended up with both enjoying endowed professorships

at Harvard. Likewise, Augustana College, where | met
Christina on the first day, did not renew the initial
contract of Stanley Hauerwas, who then moved to
Notre Dame, served as one of my dissertation advisors,

and became world famous. Notre Dame was far more
liberal than Yale Divinity, so | had the opportunity to

share my perspectives and provoke outraged
responses. One Christian Brother said to his priest

i UPlI OEQwl OOEDOT wi POWEEEOWEU
xUOOPUI Ewbl whOUOGEwWOOUWEUT Ul
were disgusted when grilling me about two topics from
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the book, A Study of Generatins:, which they had open
in their hands:
1.27&UIT T Ow +U0U0T T UEOQUW EUI w UUx
conservative. Do you believe Jesus actually rose
f UOOWUT | wET EEYy?2 w( wUEDPEOW? 8
2261 EUnw# OwaOUwWEI OP1 YI wbOwU
EUWEwWUI EOCOwT OBWBHOQWmEEWUL 1Eu(U
. Ol woOi wUT 1 OQWUOEOOT EwUT 1T wEOOOL
dismayed that a famous visiting Roman Catholic

theologian considered the New Testament to be
historical rather than myth ical.

Just as the Revised Standard Versiontried to displace
the KJV gradually, the New International Version took

over later. The Lutheran Church in America loved every

translation except the KJV, a reminder of the Roman
Empire allowing the worship of every god except the
One, True God ¢ Jesus, the Son of God. WELSivoted
from boasting about their love of the KJV to
excommunicating pastors who dared to critique the
NIV.

One member of Trinity in Bridgeton, Missouri, asked
Ol Ow?6T AaWEOWallwaOb0lws0UDbBOI

13 Ralph Underwager wrote a study of Lutherans and their beliefs, which was
funded by an insurance company. That book has disappeared from the Net.
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because the predatory attitude of modern translations
meant a lot of dubious quotations. | alsohad restrictions

or costs involved in quoting their precious wording.
Various people pointed out the value of the precise
language of the KJV as new paraphrases began diluting

and harming the text with a combination of text
corruption, dogmati c insertions, and leaden prose.

Some of the tiny Lutheran sects use the New KJV, which
is far better than the NIV and ESV. But - | noticed
something when reading from two different NKJV

Bibles the same Sunday- that this relatively new version

was already constantly changing, just like the NIV,
whose betrayal of accurate translation was fully
revealed in the latest magor revision, the 2011 WELS
danced around the issue but made the 2011 NIV its
official Bible for publishing church materials and its
latest hymnal .
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strength @hey shall
mount up with wings

and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not
famt rr 4

The Bible has been improved in so many ways in the
last 70 years thatmany of the readers can hardly find
their way back to the source. One revision was not
enough, so the new versions have multiplied faster than
diet books and Church Growth manuals, with similar
failing results. | remember getting a four version New
Testament in the 1960s in parallel columns, which
provided as much clarity as a family argument.

The Bible is one unified Truth, the Book of the Holy
Spirit. The spirit of rationalism, under the banner of
improvement, is bound to move from one imagined
contradiction to another. However, faith in Jesus, the
Son of God, leads us from one priceless passage to
another.

The Bible is inerrant and infallible. The established
denominations claim that inerrant is a new description
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for the Bible. But Luther used the Latin words for
inerrant and infallible in his Large Catechism, On
Baptism. Infallible has beenthe prevailing definiti on but

the term was watered down so much that the word
suggested fallible. The tepid, tentative, liberal

U1 6001 PEOQOUWEI TEOwWwUEaDOT OQw
not in history or geography 0 That was like saying,
?28O0U0UwWl UUEawbUwx 1 UIOERW QI OROE]
Likewise, the inspiration of the Scriptures was watered
down by many similar qualifications and amendments,

so plenarywas added by some to the inspiration of the

Word of God.

Denomination al mergers of the 20" century hid their
internal conflicts, so they supposedly removed the
friction with this solemn and rather angry declaration ¢
2311 w! PEOI WEPEwWOOUwWIiI OOEUWE
PUPUUI OwEawOl 062w2001l wEEEI
Ul UPOUUwWUUUEaAOQOw?61 wE O Udkow
100.Various people E1 EPET EwUT 1 wOUOEI
discovered a believer who thought the Bible floated
down, whether as a first draft or in finished form, from
heaven. Nor did | find an expert naming another 34

E
U

14 The transition apostates said the Bible was infallible in doctrine, but not in
history or geography. That commendation was no better than Billy Graham
saying the original texts were inerrant, which actually meant all Biblical texts
had errors, even the Majority Text. Inerrant is used now, but the history of
terms should be explained and watered-down milk -toast teaching refuted.
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books for the canon. The Apocrypha, heavily promoted
by the Church of Rome and liberal Lutherans, never
gualified for the canon. The marketing of the
Apocrypha did little more than make people wonder
what those books were.

The greatest detour in understanding the Bible began
with Medieval philosophy and theology ¢ they were
really the same at that time. Augustine began by
spoiling the Egyptians, combining his universal grasp

of secuar knowledge with the Scriptures. Toward the

end of the Middle Ages, Aquinas embalmed this
method, which was embraced by Rome. Reading
Augustine and Aquinas in Latin means moving from

the peak of erudition to the denominational script.

Unfortunately for tO E E aredh-weaving theologians,
Luther was urged to earn a doctorate in the Scriptures,
which brought him into constant and daily contact with
the Bible. The Erasmus edition of the Greek New
Testament gave the Reformer the original text of the
New Testament versus the accepted corrupt, and
misleading Latin version. There is a reason the Holy
Spirit chose to speak to us in Greek This language was
OEEI wUODPYI UUEOQwWEaw Ol REOET U wl
promotion of Greek culture, and the Greek merchants
and managers set up by Alexander to do business with
the world markets. Centuries before the Nativity, Greek
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was established as the natural route for the Gospel to
move about in the Eastern and Western Roman
Empires, centered in Congantinople (East) and Rane
(West). The mighty Roman Empire, which grew after

Ol R E Odaw Greeld &3uhne language of culture, and
proved its admiration for everything Greek by
borrowing its architecture, law, literature, drama,
comedy, sculpture, government, and pagan theology.
21001 wi EEwUT | wEUEPOUOWEUOwWU
Besides Greek,Luther also learned Hebrew and used
his verbal skills, with a team of scholars, to translate the
Old Testament into German. The Old Testament
completed the Bible he began when he translated the
New Testament from Greek into German at the
Wartburg Castle.+ U0T T Uz Uw! DPEOI wi UUEE
language, just as Shakespeare and the King James
Version established the English language s

We now have endless methods and resources for
learning the Biblical languages of Hebrew and Greek,
which caused so much interest during the Reformation
and after. But few seminary students currently learn
more than the ancient alphabets, bypassing Latin as
well, due to its expulsion from public education. The

15 The German Shakespeare is as foundational in Germany as Shakespeare is
in English -speaking countries.
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little Greek, less Hebrew, and no Latin at all.

“The Jeremiah of the Twentieth Century”

Walter A. Maier
Still Speaks

Missouri and the
World Should Listen

Herman J. Otten

Christina News has been instrumental in the LCMS-
WELS quashing of Justification by Faith and the
promotion of anything -goes translation.:s But Otten

2 & OOEWEUUT OUU O w U hérteruwbrils @omdahEuseuidnGlettenu
POUEUwWPUDUDOT wxUOUI &8 8 windingGopdT wi O1 Ud2 " &
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chose this Maier statement for the back cover of his
book about Maier, Walter Maier Still Speaks

“Walter A. Maier is best known as the fiery Lutheran Hour speaker of another gen-
eration. Not as well known is the fact that he was an outstanding Old Testament
scholar . . . - - Professor John C. Jeske

“. . . entire denominations, the great majority of their leaders, and in some cases
most of their preachers, refuse to exalt Christ as their Redeemer. We have divinity
schools in the United States in which not one teacher believes Scripture’s inerrancy or

the Savior’s atonement.” - - Dr. Walter A. Maier
ISBN D-PE44THR-

“Justification by faith in Christ togeth-
er with its twin truth, the inerrancy of ‘” |I

Holy Scripture, are the keystone and the
cornerstone of Protestantism. Neglect
one or both and the whole structure will
fall into ruin.” - - Dr. Walter A. Maier 7809647479975°>

The Cornerstone Is the Beginning

The great Dr. Walter Maier, who earned a PhD in
Semitics at Harvard University, identified Biblical
inerrancy and Justification by Faith as the cornerstone
and the keystone of the Scriptures.

Justification by faith in Christ together with its twin
truth, the inerrancy of Holy Scripture, are the keyston e
and cornerstone of Protestantism. Neglect one or both
and the whole structure will fall into ruin. v

The beginning of the universe - and the Bible - is an
excellent litmus test to see whether an individual is
using ministerial reason or magisterial reason in

17 Thus Maier PUw@UOUT EwOOwUT | WEEEQWEOYIT Uwoi w'
t Walter A. Maier Still SpeakdMlissouri and the World Should ListeMissouri, the
world. And Christian Newsdo not listen.
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interpreting the Bible. Ministerial reason means
subordinating our own understanding to the clear,
plain language of the Bible. An example is Luther
stating that the Bible judges all books and is not judged
by any book. Magisterial reason places human reason
above the teaching of the Bible. This magisterial reason
IS on constant display in the modern commentaries,
most denominations, and the Church of Rome.

Genesis lteaches usinerrancy, the cornerstone of the

Bible, not simply inerrancy but the po wer, majesty,

clarity, and efficacy of the Word of God. Without this

knowledge, taught by the Holy Spirit in the Word, we

can make little progress in Scriptural knowledge. We

may know about the Bible, as with many other subjects,
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whether nuclear fission or calculus, but we do not know
the Bible - and become confused, indifferent, or hostile
to its message.

KJV Genesisl In the beginning God created the heaven

and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and

void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And

the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
&GOEZUWEUI EUPOOWOl wUOI T wUODY
many different ways, but this is the only true account.
These two verses take chance and evolution out of the

x DEUUUI Ow EOE w x OEdomn,uingild,Eapd) w P
purpose at the center of our lives. In the first two verses

we find God the Father creating and God the Holy Spirit
witnessing. The third member of the Trinity is revealed

in the next verses.

KJV Genesis 1:3 And God said, Let there be ligh: and
there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5
And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the morning were

the first day.

3TT wUOI xUPDE w bp&B ke SahGiuGoé inl U
Ul E U® @&Rich isuanswered in John, the Fourth
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Gospel and & O E 7 U eothméntary on the Five Books
of Moses.:

KJV John 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The
same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the
light of men.

The Son of God existed in the beginning. He is the

+O01 OUOw ECEwW UT UOUTT w 0T DU wW + Oi
creatures and elements, stars and planets, were
fashioned. To make this very certain, the double
negative is usedt not one single thing was made apart

from Him. Moreover, He is the life and the light of men.

The opening of the Fourth Gospel begins with the three-
fold use of the Word, which indicates the Trinity , as
taught throughout John and throughout the entire

Bible. The link to Genesis is difficult to miss, since only
Genesis and John start with the same phraset in the
beginning. Another lesson hidd en in plain view ¢ is
light being created in Genesis - before the sun and

18 The Gospel of John is grhaps the leastread commentary about the Five
Books of Moses. A careful study of John will put to shame a century of
rationalistic Biblical works.
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planets. The true Light of man is the Son of God, not the
sun, planets, and moon, so often worshiped by pagans.

These comparisons are not slight or accidental, but
essential to the entire Bible and our understanding of
Jesus Christ, the Son of Godpur Savior. They show how
much of the Old Testament is essential to the New
Testament, so knowledge of one without the other is
slighted.

The link between Genesis and John is attacked from two
positions. One is to dismiss the Creation in Genesis
because every religion has some kind of Creation story,

from the absurd to the disgusting. The other is to
remove the apostolic authority of John by saying it is a
philosophical or Gnostic work written centuries after
Christ. Thus, with so much time spent outside of
Christian sources, they find no DNA match between

John and Genesis, but an astounding array of invented
matches betweed wx ET EOPUOWEOE wUT T w! |
| PEOI whUWEIT x1 OET OUwU xdauax E1
clever lad or lass in the best world religion faculties, at

elite divinity schools, and at tenure-protected
denominational seminaries.

One Truth, One Harmonious Do ctrine

The fatal trigger for many is the promiscuous use of
brief portions of Scripture to prove a point, apart from
obvious dissonance with the Bible as a whole. The
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trigger word is spelled skandalonn Greek, and it means
the part which sets off the trap and captures the prey.
The Word of God is not so confused that it reveals one
truth here and a conflicting truth somewhere else. The
only way to read the Bible is seeing it as the Book of the
" 00aw2xbUPUOwW+UUT T UzUwUI UOOWE
debating points.

Teaching the Bible as a unified Truth is a powerful
weapon against false doctrine because the
contradictions are so easily identified. Laity and
ministers should arm themselves in advance, but that is
often not sufficient. Fortunately, attack s against the
truth force us into returning to the sources, the
Scriptures, and faithful books, to support the strength
of the Gospel and the weakness of error.

One Teacher ¢ The Holy Spirit
The final sermons of Jesus in the Fourth Gospel are
beautiful lessons on the work of the Holy Spirit. If
people studied them, they would not be gaping with
wonder at the gaseous marketing lectures of Fuller
Seminary graduates. If the Bible were simply a work of
man, it would then be just as full of contradictions as
any novel. Even the classic work of Homer has errors
that made the ancients say about thelliadt ? $ Y1 Qwl 00
OOI1 Uw U BtUtheU@ower of the Holy Spirit
throughout the Bible reveals a miraculous unity on one
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hand and an ability to teach us on the other. The
youngest child, even a baby, can comprehend the

| PEOI zUwOl UUETT 6w' OP1 YI UOwWO
or the Kingdom of God remains a mystery and even an
enemy for those too refined to subordinate themselves

to the truth.

Frror

loves ¥

ambiguities.

Figure 6 This warning from Krauth should be heeded by everyone.
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The Efflcacy of the Word

~m/s5€ yé the‘Lord while hé;_ﬁ’
_ : at rr@fbe founéi _call ye- s
; upoh ﬁim Whlle he. iSe
near: Let the Wit

“forsakd His Way,' én
unrightéous man hll

The snake oil salesmen of the world want to sell us, at a
high price, various notions and potions that are
effective. They avoid and berate the one thing effective,
the Word of God. The Spirit was so far ahead of us that
the idea of the effectiveness of the Word was written
into the Scriptures, wisely foreshadowing those days
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when people desired and pursued everything but the
Bible ¢ as effective.

Outside on March 13, 2021, the rains are pouring down
on our garden, trees, and weeds North of us, the city of
Denver is promised one of the biggest snowstorms of
history. No one would dare claim that the soil and
plants will be the same after rain falls and the snow
melts. The rain will feed the fungi, bacteria, and
earthworms that tend and feed the flowers and crops.
The snow will protect the plants against the freezing,
dry winds of destruction. Underneath this blanket,

creatures will be relatively w arm and comfortable, the
ice crystals locked together to form a blanket ideal for
recycling, warmth for now, moisture for later. In the

snow and rain is something no city or well can offer ¢
usable nitrogen, the building -block of life, the green of
the Green Old Deal.

The best definition of effective is something that always
works, unlike anything made by man. The bridge over

the Mississippi River in Moline was once an object of
awe, but now it is being demolished because it no
longer works. Effective would also meant never fails
us, unlike our cars that fail to start on the coldest days
or smolder and burn without warning. No one has ever

created an effective plan that does exactly what the
leaders projected and hoped. If a general in the army
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U E D E O wi@n3nill Bvarkuexactly as we have hoped,

PPDUl wOOWET EOT 1 wOUWEDPUEUUIT UUu
would laugh, and the officer would be replaced.
&SOEZUWEITI I pOPUDPOOWOI wi i1 1 EUDYI
55¢ and sadly, this all-encompassing passage is almst
universally ignored.

KJV Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

This reminds us that no one can discern the thoughts
and plans of God. Besides that, His manner of working
is far superior to anything we can grasp, so we have to
start with humility and subordination to Him.

KJV Isaiah 55:10 For as the rain coneth down, and the
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but

watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,

that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the
eater:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not retu rn unto me void, but it shall

accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto | sent it.

Verses 10 and 11 point out what we should know,
without questions, about the rain and snow, their cycle

56



of coming down from heaven (a familia r motif in John)

and returning. Nor can we dispute that rain and snow

have a peculiar trait far more productive than anything

man can produce ¢ the power to make things grow.
%EUOI UUWUEaOw? ( UUPT EUDPOOWOI
EEOWOEOI wiI 1 Bzl weddWwE weWw N U U
and snow- it never returns without results. This double
negative makes it impossible to find an exception to the

1T TTEUDYI Ol UUwWOT w&OEzUw6 OUE
he was a failure, so | questioned him:

9 Did you preach and teach the Word faithfully?
281 UOw( wOUDI EB 2

9 Did you baptize and give Holy Communion?
281 Ub»

1 Did you visit people with the Word and

f Ulw aObUw UEaAabOl w &OEz Uuw
effective?Using their own standards, the Church
Growth fanatics would have admit that their
words are not effective.

The second Promise is that God will accomplish what
He pleases. The truth is + money, members, and
buildings do not prove a thing, and we cannot judge
now OUwdDOwUT T wi UOUUT whki T UI w&
61 WEEOwxUI EPEUWUT EQwUI xOEED
prizes for attendance, entertainment, soft drinks and

57



snacks, and warmed -over bar music will accomplish
OOUT POT wbPbOw&OEzZUwx OEO&B&T 1 wU
will prosper His Word, which means the results will be
so greatt such as the Reformationt that no one can
dispute the results are from Him.
(QwUT OUUOWUT T wliiTEUDYI O UU w!
in Isaiah 55 three ways:
1. &OEz Uw6 OUE wE OdE aevewafflwed U wE G
2. &80EzUw6 OUEWEOPEaUWEOI Uwli RE
3. & OE 7 U w6 OpEperrabHis@lans.
Reading this passage gives us confidence (confidence,
OPUI UEOCOGaw?pPPUIl wi EPUIT 2 Adw 31
people away from the false gods of the marketplace to
the Holy Trinity revealed in the Scriptures.

The Clarity of the Scriptures

God revealed His will in the Scriptures so that everyone
could understand the basic teaching of Christianity.

This has been called the perspicuity of the Scripturesze
Because of the unity and harmony of the Bible, readers
can use the brightest portions of the Word to shed light
on those passageghey find difficult at first.

No one should think that a Biblical scholar or
theologian guards the door to understanding the B ible.

19 Five-syllable words cloud the intent of the original.
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Invoking human authority is a classic logical fallacy ¢

that something is true because a highly rated person
claims it. Often that fallacy is elevated to a
denominational level or a matter of family pride ¢ ? Ul w
AaOUwWwUEaDbOTl wOawET UVUERWEQE D& ¢
WUPUAWEOPEAUWUEUTT UwUT PUBS 2 w
comparing what is claimed to the plain language of the
Word. Those who teach error are vexing, but they
encourage us to study more and gain a better
understanding. Hunger is the best sauce when eating
food, and hunger for spiritual truth is stirred up by

those who would starve us of the Word.

KJV Isaiah 55: 1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price. 2 Wherefore do ye spend money for
that which is not bread? and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye
that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in
fatness.3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and
your soul shall live; and | will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

The Spirit Never Exhausts Our Knowledge

The Vatican got most of the Protestant denominations
to switch to 1 O Ol gaténted three-year lectionary,
which gave ministers more variety to ignore. The value
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of the historic lectionary comes from the repetition of
the basic lessons in the Epistles and Gospels.If a
minister studies the same passages every year, using
Luther and Lenski and other faithful authors, he will
grow in comprehension and knowledge.2»3 1T 1 w2 xPUPD
work is such that the deeper we go into the Bible, the
more we appreciate and understand. Same passages, SO
mysterious to the pastor at first ¢+ especially those
difficult ones like the Canaanite woman 24 hit us like
thunderclaps with their truth and clarity , once studied
and considered.

20 The Lutheran Library has a wealth of faithful sermon books and sources to

use, all as free PDFsThe Lutheran Library has many of those books available

as inexpensive print books.

21 The Canaanite woman keeps pleading forhner EEUT T U1 UOWEOQE w) 1 UU
and responses are used falsely to show a shocking hardness of heartThe

miracle shows she kept her trust in Jesus when all evidence of hope seemed to

be missingt so great was her faitht the essence of this remarkable story.This

miracle teaches us the patience of faith which could only be revealed by a long,

vexing challengeto UT T wp OfaithOz U
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https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&qid=1574258553&text=Lutheran+Librarian&ref=sr_pg_1

Old Testament - The Torah, Prophets, and
Writings

' 1'?."
AL

In Judaism, the Old Testament (tanakh is divided into
three sections:

1. The Torah consists of the Five Books of Moses
2. The Prophetsare all the prophetic books
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3. The Writings include the rest of the 39 books of
the Old Testament.

Many consider the Old Testament to be exclusively law,
condemning sin, and the New Testament to be Gospel,
showing us the Savior.22 The Hebrew word torah does
not mean law, but teaching, so it includes not only law,

but & O E lzlédsimgs and Gospel Promises|f we think of

that meaning in Psalm 1, the message ione of daily
guidance for all Christians. Luther practiced it,

considering the meaning of passages and words for
days.

KJV Psalm 11 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

2 But his delight is in the teaching (torah) of the Lord;
and in his teaching (torah) doth he meditate day and
night.

Equally important, the Old Testament holds Christ the

way a cradle holds a baby. We may not see the baby in
its cradle, but we hear the voice and see themovement
of the chb O E 7 U w Eh® Eiv@ Bbokk of Moses contain

22 Jesus taught the greatest sin, the foundational sin, is not believing in Him.
John 16:8ff. Therefore, the primary and essential work of the Christian Church
is to teach faith in Jesus Christ,the Son of God, the Savior.
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the gold ore from which the divinity of Christ is
fashioned in the New Testament, as Luther wrote.
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When Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden

for disobedience, God promised the Savior, the First
Gospel + KJV Genesis 3:15¢ ?And | will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed

and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel2 w OEwUOwWUT 1T w2EYDOUw
but Satan would be vanquished, forever injured by the
power of the Gospel.

Eve believed the Promise andthought her newborn boy
wasthe Savior. The Hebrew clearly states in Genesis 4:1
{ ?1 have gotten a man, the Lord6 2 w
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Abraham believed that he would begin a line leading to

the Son of David establishing an ever-growing and

eternal kingdom ¢+ he was justified by faith in Jesus
Christ. KIV& 1 Ol U D Wndta& hieliewedin the Lord;

and he counted it to him for righteousness.? w 31 I w
Apostle Paul argued repeatedly that Abraham was
justified by faith.

Exodus

The Exodusis more about the Son of God than spoiling
the Egyptians.z When Moses sav the Burning Bush in
Exodus 3:2, two natures were united ¢ the fire and the
bush, and yet the fire did not consume the bush.
? kehold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed.? Likewise, the Two Natures of Christ,
human and divine, are united in One Person.

1 God called from the Bush and identified in a
three-fold manner, the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob» When Moses asked for the Name of
&SOEOw' I wUEPEOwW? 31 O QuwdiwuaOu
(KJV Exodus 3:14)

%0001 Vw2l OPOEUVa wET YOUI 1 UwUUI w UT UUUDOI 7
to justify themselves for copying the Enthusiasm of Gospel salesmen,

marketing marvels, and hocus-pocus professionals.

24 \With the help of a Lutheran teacher, | gathered the Trinitarian passages in

the Bible ¢ The Holy Trinity Revealed in the Scripture#t is great to have

assistants when | need them.
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https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Trinity-Revealed-Scriptures-ebook/dp/B00PRLV8IU/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Gregory+Jackson+trinity&qid=1615894813&s=digital-text&sr=1-2

1 When the religious opponents claimed Abraham
EUwUT T PUwi EUTT UOw) T U0UwWUI
(w , O2wbhl PET wOOOa w&OE WE O
3T T w(w , wxEUUETT UwbOwlUT 1 u
Name. That is why the opponents pi cked up rocks
to stone Him.

1 A lamb without blemish provided the blood for
the doorposts, so the Angel of Death would pass
over the homes and spare the firstborn sons,
establishing the Passover Meal, foreshadowing
UT T w+ OUE z Wiv Expdus 12J dhis also
EITEOwWUT T weEUUUOOWOT w?61 E
Lutheran catechism.

1 The Son of God led them out of Egypt, as a pillar
of cloud by day and as a pillar of fire by night. KJV
1 Corinthians 10:4.

1 Water miraculously came from a rock, John 4.

1 God provided bread from heaven, John 6.

One of the strangest stories in the Exodus was the
command to place a brass serpent on a pole to cure the
poisonous bite of the serpents,KJV- UOE 1 U U éidhuo N
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole,

and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man,

PT 1T Owil wel i1 OEwWUT T wUI Uxi&Uuw
meticulous calendar of Promises is solved by Jesus
Himself ¢
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KJV John 313 And no man hath ascended up to heaven,
but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of
man which is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man
be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on
him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God.
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Scholars Are Divided - The Prophets

Daire v
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controversy and back away from it. The Rationalists,

who place human reason over the Scriptures, will claim
UOGOI U1 POT woOPOTl w?37T1 UI wEUIT w
Ul EOOEwWOOl wUUEUUDOT wEUwW( UED
for asserting that in church or seminary, they will say,
?2ET OOEUUWEUI WEDYDEI EG2w$ Yl
discussed and debated from the earliest days. A
German journal, Theologische Rundschasummarizes

one topic at a time - in articles that are often 100 pages
long. Many so-called problems in the Scripturesvere
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addressed and answered centuries ago, but they are

Oi U1 OWEUOUT T UwUx wET EPO&twe 2 ET (
statement, but the claim is not honest when used to

cloud a concept

The Two Natures of Christ ¢ Divine and Huma n
Many consider the Book of Isaiah the grandest and most
glorious of the four major prophets, which include
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The Two Natures of
Christ are taught with great clarity in this book, and the
importance of John as the forerunner to the Messiah is
also predicted.

Messianic Promises often leap out of the Biblical texts,

going from an ordinary setting to the distant future,
 UOOWEUUUI O0wl Y-beitgplany That 8O E 7 U
why Luther found the Bible like the mines his father
developed. In mining, veins are followed for their
enormous value, especially precious metals. However,

the Bible is a mine where the spiritual treasures are

never depleted and increaseover time as the sources are
explored.

25 One liberal pastor tried to tell an adult class that the Gospel of John was

written centuries after Christ. When a class member objected, citing the

EOOUI UYEUDYI wEI 000b0& s d g YRWHQOWIWOIWEAJAO u
E B Y b EWhi Berevasie?- that does not answer whether the Apostle John

wrote the Gospel.
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The Virgin Birth is a perfect example of the mundane
being turned into a future miracle beyond and above
human reason. The prophet with King Ahaz with a

command from God. He must ask for a miracle, either
in sky above or the depth below.

KJV Isaiah 711 Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ask
it either in the depth, or in the height above.

King Ahaz is a doubter, so he coversthat up with his
arrogant, holier -than-thou reply 4

KJV Isaiah 7:12 But Ahaz said, | will not ask, neither will
| tempt the Lord.

This was not a divine suggestion, something to debate,
but a direct command from God. The response
expresses the wrath of God from having His gracious
offer refused piously.

KJV Isaiah 7:13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of
David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will

ye weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself

shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive,

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
&OEzZzUwUI UxOO0UI wbUwxbPYOUEOQuwWI
clergy, who reduce the Biblical message to their
shrunkenvil P wOi w& OE z U wx O bThdlnitigl O w C
modernist triumph was changing the Revised Standard

Version of verse 14 to something like this ¢
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_ __.f-shall concelve
and bear a son Yl
¢“and shall
‘call his name
Immanuel.”.”
(c) Norma @béc&&r‘

RSVlsaiah 7:14Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Behold, a young woman(b] shall conceive and
bear[( EWUOOOWEOEwWUT EOOwEH®OwWI DU
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207&version=RSV#fen-RSV-17796b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207&version=RSV#fen-RSV-17796c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207&version=RSV#fen-RSV-17796d

The current RSV notes aret

a. RSV Isaiah 7:140r virgin
b. RSV Isaiah 7:140r is with child and shall bear
c. RSV Isaiah 7:14That is God is with us

When the RSVfirst came out, a product of the Left-wing
Natio nal Council of Churches, as noted earlier, Isaiah
7:14 translated the Hebrew word almahEUw ? a OU
p O O E Blowback from all over the US led them to
replace young woman with virgin, and the change was

i OOUOOUI Ew?O0UUwaduolol whOOEDO
their claim and to come back later with the original
mistranslation . This method is quite popular in all the
modern translations. The notes usually have no
explanation, so the reader is supposed to trust these
Bible-makers. Denial of the Virgin Birth in the RSV of

the 1950s, was a major scandal in the US. Everyone
talked about it and spoke against it. | remember the
topic being discussed when | was young.
Unfortunately, there was no repentance, only a
smokescreen, replacing the Virgin Birth in the main text

but footnoting + ? OU wE wa O U &%F TineoNew BSY 6 »

26371 wl UOUDPOOWPEUWT UEEUE O wE GaHaratioh 6f KarlE WE a
Barth and his mistress Charlotte Kirschbaum. The two were adept at doctrinal

classPOwWUT T whuNAYz Ubw, | OETl UUwWOT wOT T w!'tkeuUT u
Dogmaticst while Karl wrote online the outline.
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EOEWEUUUI OUw125wl EYT w?adU
ECEwW?O0U0wYDPUT PO> wbOwUIT T wi 66006
footnotes are easily switched a few decades later.

No one needs an education in Greek and Hebrew or an
elaborate explanation to see that the RSV and its clones
created a clumsy contradiction. God offered King Ahaz
the greatest possible miracle while assuring him of
future peace. However, Ahaz haughtily refused. Are we
to assume that an even greater miracle, a direct sign
from God, would be a young woman having a baby? As
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winsome as that image might be, it clashes with the
context of the original command ¢ Ask for a miracle.
And then the modernists assume, in the future, the New
Testament would quote and reference Isaiah 7 in error,
we must imagine, JUUODP OT wEwa dUu Ol whpbOO
into the Virgin Birth of Christ! Although th e Virgin
Birth in Isaiah was not under fire until recently, not even
in the latest Greek New Testament today or the latest
hip paraphrases question the wording . But - the switch
did take place in the Unitarian-style teaching of the first
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America presiding
bishop in America, Herb Chilstrom, a former professor,
and bishop. He denied the Virgin Birth and therefore
the Two Natures in Christ and called the event a baby
born out of wedlock. Doubts about the Bible have
consequences, and doubts turn into anti-Christian
dogma.?”

Isaiah 9 confirms the divinity of the Messiah. The critics
work over Isaiah 7 with their opposition to the Virgin

I DPUUT OwxEUUDOT wE tmmangeOEas If D U
insignificant. However, there is method in their mad
pursuit of almah ¢ they distract people from the
contradiction s of their traditional birth advocacy. Even

27 The false claim that the Virgin Birth is only found in Matthew and Luke is
explored in this book. The Two Natures are another expression for the same
truth, the Word became flesh.
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better, they do not argue both points, almah, and
Immanuel, but the trigger on the death trap - those who

~ ~ PN oA~

KJV Isaiah 96 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
iIs given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace7 Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne @
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever. The zeal of theLord of hosts
will perform this.

So much can be said about thee grand titles; the first
one parallels the Virgin Birth of Isaiah 7:14 and the
Immanuel name. In Isaiah 9:6-7, a child is to be born, a
son. He is human but the Mighty God, the Prince of
Peace) | UUUWUEPEwWDbOwW) O Oz Uw&OUx |
OOUWUT T wxT EETl wOT T whOUOEWI BYI L
outin0OwUT T whOUOEZUwPUEUT whbUT w
and salvation, leading people into the peace Christ
established with His resurrection. Thus, He is both
human and divine, as the two passages so clearly show.

But there is more. God promised Abraham an
everlasting and ever-growing kingdom, greater than
the stars in the sky. But no earthly kingdom has fit that
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description. Portugal owned the maps and ruled the
seas. Hardly anyone could name its capital today.
Imperial Rome withered down and finally became Italy,
only after the city -states were united in 1861 by Victor
Emmanuel 1l. The Byzantine Empire, 1100 years in
existence, dwindled to become Turkey and
Constantinople became Istanbul. The present proves
the past was true in KJV Isaiah 9t ?0f the increase of
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it,
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever.? dhere is no end to the
government and peace of the Kingdom of God,
governed with the righteousness of faith, the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.?The zeal of theLord of hosts will perform
this.?
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=)

-

For

erunner and the Biblical Shepherd Theme
g ' 1 G

The first part of Isaiah has 39 chapters and the second
part 27, which parallel the numbers of Old Testament
books (39) and the New Testament books (27). The Bible
has a total of 66 books, the same as the number of Isaiah
chapters, 66. The second part of Isaiah begins at chapter
40, and the rest of the book is consistently joyous and
triumphant. Given this decided change of tone, the
beginning of Isaiah 40 has always been significant, a
warning or blessing, the announcement of one who
would serve as the forerunner of the Messiah promised
in Isaiah 7 and 9.

The first 10 verses should give us goosebumps, an
involuntary reaction to the truth of the news being
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announced, a truth so powerful that no nation, no
ecclesiastical power can dampen, shade, or hide it

KJV Isaiah 40 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith
your God. 2 Spe& ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry
unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's
hand double for all her sins. 3 The voice of him that
crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 5
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it. 6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall
I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is
as the flower of the field: 7 The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth
upon it: surely the people is grass. 8 The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God
shall stand for ever. 9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings,
get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift

it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold
your God! 10 Behold, the Lord God will come with
strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his

reward is with him, and his work before him.
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When John the Baptist identified with this passage, it
meant he was announcing the immediate advent of the
Messiah. This alerted the entire region to the upcoming
event, which had been discussed since the miraculous
appearance of the Star of Béhlehem. From the Star
appearing before them all, to the boy Jesus talking to the
elders at the Temple, which was a second presentation
after His circumcision, people hoped. The nation,
captive to Rome, felt the divine energy of the Tanakh
coming true ¢ thif WEUUDYEOwWOI! wUT 1 wsbUT
David, the Messiah, the Prince of Peace!

This event is not condensed into verses on war,
slaughter, strength, and victory, but shepherding.

KJV lsaiah 4010 Behold, the Lord God will come with

strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his

reward is with him, and his work before him. 11 He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and

shall gently lead those that are with young.

This continues the Two Natures of Christ theme. The
Almighty God will come, as promised, His work before

Him, as the Good Shepherd. Parallel to Psalm 23and
John 1Q He will feed His flock, the way a shepherd
does, providing protection from enemies, food, and
pure water. He will watch over the lambs, carry the
newborns close to Him, and gently lead those still
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nursing. Jesus Christ will reveal His Messianic role by
attacking the enemies of the Gospel with His Word and
by protecting, with His Word, those who trust in Him
and need His guidance, nurture, and safety.
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The Writings

The Psalms ¢ All Things Must Be Fulfilled
Concerning Me

Christ’s Crucifixion
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In the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms
KJV Luke 24: 44 And he said unto them, These are the
words which | spake unto you, while | was yet with
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written

in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their
understanding, that they might understand the
scriptures.

People usually see Jesus Christ in the Torah, the Books

of Moses, though many of my graduate students in Old
Testament are suprised at how much Gospel is there,

how many ways the Son of God is revealed before His
Incarnation. One senior pastor said he never realized

this, and he preached on the Old Testament all the time.

The Gospel revelations come from & OEz Uw B OUT
Lutherz UwUODPI PI EwUIT EET DOT woOi wU
Holy Spirit, all parts in one unified Truth .

The prophets are filled with many Gospel Promises, but
some readers become obsessed with Law and
EOOCE]I OOEUDPOOwWPPUI OUUwWI BDYDOI
and grace. Unfortunately, the Psalms are another battle
ground for the unbelieving scholars, who ply their trade

as if it is their duty to teach the threadbare rationalistic
theme of the Old Testament being on its own and not
relating to the New Testament ¢+ except as the New
Testament writers chose to quoteit.. O w? EOOUIT U®
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cleverly downplayed Jesus in theMessianic Psalms in

a onevolume NIV comment ary from Concordia

Publishing House, soit is important to deal with them.
Nothing is clearer than Psalm 22 begiming with the cry

of Jesus from the cross, which was mocked by the
crowd. The entire Psalm is a direct prophesy of His
Atoning death.

Concordia Publishing House also featured Reading the
Psalmswith Luther, 1993 Luther wrote, p. 56:

The 229 psalm is a prophecy of the suffering and
resurrection of Christ and a prophecy of the Gospel,

which the entire world shall hear and receive. Beyond
EOOwOUT I UwUIl RUUOwWDPUWEOI EUOaw
cross, that He was piecedhand and foot and His limbs
stretched out so that His bones could have been
counted. Nowhere in the other prophets can one find so

clear a description. It is indeed one of the chief psalms.

KJV Psalm 22

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my
roaring?

2 O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou hearest not;

and in the night season, and am not silent.

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of
Israel.
82



4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou
didst deliver them.

5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted
in thee, and were not confounded.

6 But | am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and
despised of the people.

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out
the lip, they shake the head, saying,

8 He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let
him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou
didst make me hope when | was upon my moth er's
breasts.

10 | was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my
God from my mother's belly.

11 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is
none to help.

12 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of
Bashan have beset me round.

13 They gaped won me with their mouths, as a
ravening and a roaring lion.
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14 1 am poured out like water, and all my bones are out
of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of
my bowels.

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me
into the dust of death.

16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the
wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and
my feet.

17 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.

18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots
upon my vesture.

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my strength,
haste thee to help me.

20 Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the
power of the dog.

21 Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard
me from the horns of the unicorns.

22 | will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the
midst of the congregation will | praise thee.

23 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of
Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.
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24 For he hath rot despised nor abhorred the affliction
of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him;
but when he cried unto him, he heard.

25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation:
| will pay my vows before them that fear him.

26 The meek shalleat and be satisfied: they shall praise
the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live forever.

27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn
unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall
worship before thee.

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor
among the nations.29 All they that be fat upon earth
shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust

shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own
soul.

30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the
Lord for a generation.

31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness
unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.

Psalm 2 is another one of many Messianic psalms.
Luther wrote about its prediction that the Savior would
suffer:

Psalm 2is a prophecy of Christ, that He would suffer,
and through His suffering become King and Lord of the
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whole world. Within this psalm stands a warning
against the kings and lords of this world: If, instead of
honoring and serving this King, they seek to persecute
and blot Him out, they shall perish. This psalm also
contains the promise that those who believe in the true
King will be blessed.

Those Jewish believers who have been converted by the
Gospel to the Christian Faith recognize that many
passages that seemed obscure and strange were the
Scriptures preparing them for the New Testament.

61 EQwi OUIl WEOUOEW?* PUUWUT T w2 O«
stop raging against the Truth and follow Him?

Psalm 2

1 Why do the heathen rage, and the peopleimagine a
vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his
anointed, saying,

3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their
cords from us.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord
shall have them in derision.

28 Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 17.
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5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex
them in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7 | will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye
judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are
all they that put their trust in him.
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Holy Scripture carries with it its

own evidence of its divine source
and authority. While the historical
evidence of its claims is to be
gratefully cherished, and affords
the proof of highest probability,

Holy Scripture speaks with absolute
certainty to those to whom it
portrays the deepest secrets of their
hearts, and whose felt wants it
completely supplies. The inner
testimony of the Spirit is the
strongest and most convincing of all
arguments. The fact that this is
always at hand and universally
applicable, raises it above all
arguments that depend upon the
researches of the learned. Here is
an argument that the humblest and
most unlettered apprehend with no
less force than the profoundest

of scholars.

Henry Eyster Jacobs;

The Elements of Religion, N\
Decatur: Repristination Press, \
1997, p. 28. \ :

Figure7 Henry Eyster Jacobs wrote this brilliant explanation of how we should view the
Scriptures.
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Abraham in the New Testament

“Then spake Jesus \

1 am the light of the wor:d he that followeth
me shall not walk.in darkness,
but shall have the Ilght of life.”

(c) Norma Boeckler

John 8

Nothing demonstrates the unity of the Testaments #
and the clarity of the Gospel + more than Abraham in
the New Testament. Readers should ask why this is so
and why so many who wear the academic gown ignore
this truth.

One example alone sets the stage while the other
citations show the strength of this connection between
the Genesis patriarch and the divinity of Christ. The
Gospel of John is a good place to start, because the
Fourth Gospel assumes knowledge of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, giving us additional knowledge of the three -
year public ministry of Chri st and His message.
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In John 8, Jesus spoke of His relationship with His
Father, and the importance of faith in Him as the will
and the voice of His Father above.

KJV John 8:31Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.

This created a division, because Jesus spoke of faith in
Him while His opponents taught the virtue of descent
from Abraham.

KJV John 8:33 They answered him, We be Abraham's
seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how
sayest thou, Ye shall be made freeB4 Jesus answered
them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant
abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth
ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed. 37 | know that ye are Abraham's seed;
but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place
in you. 38 | speak that which | have seen with my
Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your
father.

The Apostle Paul made much of this distinction in
Galatians and Romans, so the earlier division needs to
be kept in mind.
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39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our
father.

Jesus igeaching faith in Him while they speak of works.
B3OEEawUi T wphPOUOUWEUT wUTT wUl
patriarchs, opposing the Scriptures, not faith in Jesus
Christ but obedience to the current yet always-changing

local dogmas.

39b Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's
children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40 But
now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the
truth, which | have heard of God: this did not Abraham.

As Jesus and the Jewish leaders debate, it is clear that
He is directing them to God the Father through Him,
but that only upsets them more.

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he
saw it, and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him,
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen
Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto themVerily, verily, | say
unto you, Before Abraham was, | AM .59 Then took they
up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went
out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and
S0 passed by.

This remarkable statement teaches the Two Natures of
Christ and His pre -existence as the Son of God before

~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ .
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and can only come from God Himself . He is the divine
Voice from the Burning Bush, existing before Abraham
and yet speaking of Abraham believing i n Him as the
future Messiah, the foundation of the descendants more
numerous than the stars in the sky.2

Genesis 15:5b God brought Abraham outside and said,
?Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be.6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted
it to him for righteousness. ?

Abraham did not believe in his own empire, because no

empire has lasted forever and had countless

PO EEPUEQOUUG W' 1 wgl OP1 YI Ewb Ow:
Messiah, whose Kingdom of God would grow forever

until the end of time.

Matthew

The modern scholars pick up heavy volumes to cast at
the Gospel of John, because they do not know or fear
God. They have Tischendorf, Hort, Barth, Bultmann,
and Nida for their fathers, so they despise the simple,
inspired Scriptures ¢ and ignore Abraham the father of
faith, who is named in Matthew 1:1 ¢

29 Timothy Ferris, in his classic book Galaxieshas photos of one area of the sky
where countless galaxies swirl, each one containirg millions of stars. Genesis
15.
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The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham.

This is summed up in Matthew 1:17 ¢

KJV So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying
away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from
the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen
generations. 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise:

The reference to Abraham as the father is found in
Matthew 3, so we can see how this concept was
elaborated in John 8

KJV Matthew 3:9 And think not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore, every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire.

This is another expression of John 8t & OEz Uw6 OUE

raise up children of Abraham from stones, and we can

rejoice that the Gospel created childrenof God from the

tattooed and naked pagans of Europe, the Picts and

Celtics, the ancestors of many of us Already d uring

YT UUUzw OPOPUUUAOW UT 1T w 6OUE L
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believers, children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but
many blood descendants would be cast into outer
darkness, Mathew 8:10-12.

Luke

Zachariast ?' PUWOE Ol wbUw) O1T 06 »
Luke reveals many truths in a few verses. The holy
prophets have existed since the world began. These
prophets taught the ancient Gospel Promises of
protection for those who trust in the covenant of
Abraham. God swore He would deliver us from our
enemies so we could serve Him without fear ¢ in
holiness and the righteousness of faith¢ all our days.

KJV Luke 1: 70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy
prophets, which have been since the world began: 71
That we should be saved from our enemies, and from
the hand of all that hate us; 72 To perform the mercy
promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy

covenant; 73 The oath which he sware to our father
Abraham, 74 That he would grant unto us, that we
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might

serve him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness
before him, all the days of our life.

The central figure is not Adam or Moses but the

x EUUPEUET w EUET EOOuwrri® afan ODI1

everlasting and ever-growing Kingdom, and that was

counted as righteousness. This happened before
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Abraham was circumcised, forgiveness without any
form of Law, civic or religious.

Children from Stones

As Luther wrote, the Holy Spirit is very s tingy with
words, so when we see them repeated in the Gospels,
those words and verses are especially important. John

the Baptist taught this, as quoted above in Matthew. The
EOOEI xUwOi wel POEUI Owi uUOOwUlL
Gospel. The last of all theprophets, more than a prophet

t John the Baptist thundered -

KJV Luke 3: 8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of

repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We
have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, That
God is able of these stones to rase up children unto
Abraham.

Nothing is more lifeless and inert than a stone, so this

Ol UExT OUwPUWEWEOI EUwUI OPOEI
6 OUEOWUDOET wbPl wEUI wOOwOOUI u
than stones aret until the Gospel is preached to us, as
babies & baptism and later in life when the Promises
come to us and give us a new life. The reference of John

UT 1T w! ExUPUUwWUOwW EUET EOQwPUwU]
not his blood.
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Daughter of Abraham - Luke 13:16

3T T wpPOOEOwWI T EOIl EwbDOw +0U0I1 w hut
EUET EOO? wUOwUT | ragecatiiaEshebnad) I w U

healed on the Sabbath, when everyone must rest and

not work. Jesus shamed the ruler, and the people

rejoiced. The distinction is made again, about faith in

Him versus the works of the Law.

KJV Luke 13: 28 There shall be weeping and gnhashing
of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and
you yourselves thrust out.

On Judgment Day, the patriarchs of faith and all
prophets will be in the Kingdom of God, but the works
UEDOUU wmp+ Uvilibé tosged autls U O A

o1 UOasdziluw b OT Ubidmllbiekathflds dfifditidversus the false
OOUPOOUWOI whOUOUBS w' 1 wo Baldidadlediuernd Eediix & woIl
the book more than any other book except the Bible. Those two books are

found in the Lutheran Library, as printed books and PDFs, and as

4 0El UUUEOCEDOT w31 andd OB WD OE kD OiOwWasimipiul uz U
contributions.
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Luke 16 ¢ Jesus Parable ofLazarus, the Rich Man,
and Father Abraham

Two great contrasts teach us the Gospel in Luke 16:19

31. The rich man is clothed in rich fabrics and eats a
banquet of delicacies daily. Poor Lazarus is a dying
EUDxxOl wWOEPEWEUwWUT 1 wUDPET wOE
food from the rich man. But all Lazarus got, day after

day, was the attention of scavenger dogs licking his
open sores. The poor beggar died and was carried by
Ul'T weEOT I OUwUOw Bature rids danvastE O U
carried into Hell, and he saw Lazarus far away, in the
bosom of Abraham. His debate with FatherAbraham, a
noble title, is especially noteworthy because this is the

Son of God teaching clearly about forgiveness and
eternal salvation.

97



The rich man, who had everything in life and banquets

E ED Oa Ow FaHerEAbkaHam have mercy on me,

and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger

in water, and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this

flame.?

%EUI 1l Uw EUETI EOQOWUEPEOW?2000wa:
he only had evil; now he is comforted, and you are
UOudbi OUI EG 2

The rich man tried another approach, sending Lazarus

to his five brothers, who were in n eed of this warning

and his advice. The dying beggar is now a professor or
preacher who might command the attention of the
brothers who were so much like the rich man. Abraham
EOQUOUI Ul EQw?3TTawiEYI w, OUI Uu
AaOUUWEUOUT 1 UU w lisl aBHunddydolt fo®m > w 3 T
heaven, meant to shake up everyone neutral or against

the faith of Jesus. Moses and the prophets are sufficient

for teaching people about the Savior, forgiveness of sin,

and eternal life. The Old Testament alone is enough
Gospel and is in fact an abundance of Gospel Promises

and Blessings.

The rich man had a flawless final counteroffer ¢+ 2 ! U0 wb i
someone would rise from the dead, everyone would
OPUUI 06~

98



The final response, spoken by the Savior, is weighted
down with meaning ¢ ? ( | wdo indt pawattention to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they listen to One
if He rose | UOOw UT | Twwd: dodidEad students in
theology at Notre Dame were furious with me for
UEapPOl Ow?. I wEOUUUI w( wgl 0PI Y
EIEES> w3RPBAWUEBRDBOwWOOWUEOODC
EOa Ul BR@écliom of the Old Testament Gospel
blinds people to the simple, obvious truths of the New
Testament.

EUET EOZUwOEOI wExxI EUUwWUBDR
because Father Abraham is the Father of Faith in the
Savior.3

Luke 19 ¢ Little Zac chaeus

Zacchaeus was short, but he was rich from
extorting taxes from his countrymen to support the
Roman occupation. He received a percentage, so he was
motivated to harvest tax money in abundance. His rush
to see Jesus sugegsts that he had heard much, felt
deeply troubled by his greed, and raced to get a view
from a sycamore tree. The Word of Jesus was certainly
effective, so he slid down the tree, bark flying, to host
Jesus.

31 Abraham is named eleven times in John 8.
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KJV Luke 19:5 And when Jesus came to the place, b
looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus,
make haste, and come down; for today | must abide at
thy house.

The people, who were sinners, murmured against Jesus
going to the house of Zacchaeus, an open sinner.As a
sign of his contrition, he of fered to give money to the
poor and pay back his overcharges.

KJV Luke 19:9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is
salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a
son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost.

Zacchaeus is a son of Abraham by faith in Jesus Christ.

Abraham in Galatians and Romans

If Abraham is a major figure in John and Luke, then he
is dominant in Galatians and Romans. Galatians is first
in composition, and Romans is first as the doctrinal
statement. Paul wrote Galatians with great energy to
refute the false claims of needing the Jewish law to be
real Christians. The argument is clear in both books ¢
we are justified by faith in Jesus Christ, which is
impossible through the Law.

The teaching o Justification by Faith is so clear in
Galatians that only the apostates can miss what it
means. Abraham was not circumcised when he was
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promised a son who would begin a line leading to the
Savior. How could the false teachers entice the
Galatians to engage in a practice that Abraham did not
need?

KJV Galatians 3: 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?4 Have
ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.5

He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and

worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works

of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 6 Even as Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness. 7 Know ye therefore that they which are
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.

The mainstream, liberal, apostate  mainline
denominations ¢ including ELCA, WELS, LCMS, and
the ELSt teach universalism by claiming that the entire
world is absolved from sin and forgiven, without faith.
This is clearly contrary to the Scriptures from Genesis
onward. What ties the two Testaments together is the
faith of Abraham in Christ, his example of trusting
&OEzUw/ UOODPUI UB

KJV Galatians 38 And the scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall
all nations be blessed.9 So then they which be of faith
are blessed with faithful Abraham.
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Dr. Walter A. Maier (PhD, Semitics, Harvard) created a
radio ministry by teaching the inerrancy of the Bible
and Justification by Faiths2. His LCMS academic heirs
teach the opposite of both ¢+ Biblical errors and
justification without faith. The example of Abraham, so
often repeated in the Bible, has no impact on their
dogmatics. Nevertheless, the Scriptures connect
Abraham to faith in every possible example.

KJV Galatians 311 But that no man is justified by the
law in the sight of God, it i s evident: for, The just shall
live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man

that doeth them shall live in them. 13 Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

32 Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ , even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ , and not by the works of the law:
for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. The first bolded - U &
eeUGGT 6 & & UdnefathéchristduR the faith of Christ. The second

bolded - e 4 Vel ueéefr EFT a1 01 the faith 6f Ddsus. Neither U G 0 R
one is faith in Jesus, a fact skipped by modern translators. The KJV is correct
withthfaof Christ.o6 Yes, He was both man

the Father. Salvation comes to all believers from the faith of Christ to our faith,
from faith to faith.
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defining salvation through faith or the Law.

Abraham in Romans ¢ Faith Is Access to Grace

The Apostle Paul, in the early part of Romans, chapters

1 and 2, eliminated all the forms of righteousness which

do not enable forgiveness. Many sentimental funerals
emphasize what Paul renounced ¢+ ?' | whPEUd Ew
man. He had a kind heart. He loved his children and the

" UE U@ne funeral director grew alarmed when a
mobster was preached into heaven by a fill-in minister.

The relatives could not connect the praise with his
violent history.

Chapter 3

Just like Galatians, Paul argued for Justification by Faith
- followed by Abraham as the irrefutable example ¢
Abraham believed the Promise and it was counted by
God as righteousness. This righteousness is without the
Law and comes by faith of Jesus Christ to all who
believe. The Chief Article of the Christian Faith is so
clear in this passage that people must insert words and
distort the meaning to have it come out the opposite.

KJV Romans 321 But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, being withe ssed by the
law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all

them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all
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have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24
Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To
declare, | say, at this time his righteousness: that he
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus.

Those who deny the faith of Jesus are blasphemers and

no amount of text distortion and added words can

change that sin. Yet Paul has already filled up those bolt

holes that are intended by ignorant interpreters to cinch

UT 1 PUWEOT OEwET EDPOU Q60 declane, T DI
| say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be

just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.?

Justification and faith go together. So Paul uses
Abraham to show that grace and faith are together, not
opposed to each other. The KJV preserves the truth of

the Greek textt the faith of Jesust even to the point of

EOOI OUOCEDOT wUT OUT wbhpT OwbdO®aww C
which is also in the New Testament.

Chapter 4

Nothing shows the ignorance of false teachers more

than pruning a half -sentence from verse 25 and
declaring victory. But what did Paul write?
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KJV Romans 4:1What shall we say then that Abraham
our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 2 For
if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to
glory; but not before God. 3 For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted
unto him for righteousness.

The various Justification by Faith phrases are repetitive
because the Chief Article is based upon one versd and
its consequenced in the Old Testament. Sin begins with
Adam, but forgiveness starts with Abraham , Genesis
15:6.

Paul wrote these verses, aimed at all thecongregations,
because of the temptation to make Christianity faith
plus works to earn salvation. Abraham is key because
of his justification preceding his circumcision.

KJV Romans 48 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin. 9 Cometh this blessedness then
upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision
also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for
righteousness. 10 How was it then reckoned? when he
was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in
circumcision, but in uncir cumcision.

This was a major conflict in the Apostolic Age, and seem
odd today, but forms of it repeat and flourish today, so
it must be understood with child -like faith, not with
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Barthian-Kirschbaum theology tomes. Imagine an
entire volume from Barth and his mistress that starts
PDUT w?37T 1T wi PIl UwbUwWEWET OEOES»
KJV Romans 416 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be
by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the
seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us
all, 17 (As it is written, | have made thee a father of
many nations,) before him whom he believed, even
God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things

which be not as though they were.

This chapter is only 25 verses long and has so much to
say about Abraham and Justification by Faith, naming
him seven times.

Everything comes down to the historical fact, that God
chose this elderly couple, longing for a son, to have a
son when no one could imagine. While this alone was a
great miracle for them, the greater miracle was the
ultimate blessing for all mankind in providing the
2EYPOUWPOwWUT T wi UOUUT wEaw&OE 7 |
KJV Romans 417 (As it is written, | have made thee a
father of many nations,) before him whom he believed,
even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were.18 Who
against hope believed in hope, that he might become the
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father of many nations, according to that which was
spoken, So shall thy seed bel9 And being not weak in
faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sarah's womb:20 He staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in
faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded
that, what he had promised, he was able also to
perform. 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for
righteousness.

Thus, the future of Israel and the Gentile nations
depended on the faith of one elderly man and his
supposedly inferti le wife. God works His miracles
among the most unlikely people.

The following verses cannot be adequately understood
apart from the entire chapter and the preceding three
chapters. Snipping and clipping verses and half-verses
Is an ideal way to twist the t ruth but not to explain it.

KJV Romans 423 Now it was not written for his sake
alone, that it was imputed to him; 24 But for us also, to
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 25 Who was
delivered for o ur offences, and was raised again for our
justification.
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We are all beneficiaries of this faith, which gave us,

Ul UOUT T w&OEZUwl UPEEOET wUT 1 w2
understanding the Word of God. We are declared
righteous through faith in Him.

Romans 5, The Summary of Romans 4

KJV Romans 5: Therefore, being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And
patience, experience; and experience, hope5 And hope
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is g iven
unto us.

Abraham in Hebrews

Hebrews is the most eloquent book of the New
Testament, constantly referencing the Old Testament.
Genesis 15:6 is fulfilled in this unique way 1

KJV Hebrews 2:16 For verily he took not on him the
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
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Centuries before King David, the Promise was given to
Abraham. Centuries after David, the Promise was
fulfilled by the Son of David, the Messiah. The Two
Natures of Christ are clearly taught, and the Virgin
Birth implied in this passage From a purely human
standpoint, the entire New Testament was not based
upon Adam, Moses, or the prophets, but upon
Abraham ¢ because he was promised to be the
forerunner of the Kingdom of Christ and believed that

Promise could miraculously overcome the frailties and

infertility of old age. He believed and was counted
forgiven by God.

Melchizedek

Hebrews gives more space to Melchizedek than the rest
of the Bible put together. This caused all kinds of
speculation about Melchizedek throughout the ages.

KJV Hebrews 7 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem,
priest of the most high God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed
him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all;
first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and
after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;3
Without father, without mother, without descent,
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually.
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The genealogies of Jesus, that of his legal father in
Matthew, that of his physical mother in Luke, extend
back to royal David and back of that, the former to
Abraham, the latter to Adam, and nowhere are there
any priestly ancestors; his tribe is that of Judah and not
of Levi. The sudden way in which the Scriptures draw
back and closethe curtain on Melchizedek is the divine
way of making him a type of Jesus, the KingPriest,
who, like Melchizedek, stands alone and unique in his
priesthood and is absolutely distinct from the long
Aaronitic successionof priests. Hebrewsp. 213.

Briefly, the lesson in Hebrews 7 is that Christianity does

not depend on the Levitical priesthood of the Jews, so

the believers should not depend upon or look to Jewish
traditions making them the true Christian s. In fact, sects

and splinter groups still go back to what was left

behind, adding required works to guarantee salvation,

EUw/ EUOwi 1 EUI EwPOUOE Wl Exx1 OB
Melchizedek is a foreshadowing of Jesus as the Great

High Priest. Lenski:

The Ews as well as any other readers of this epistle were
mistaken if they believed that the laws regarding the
Aaronitic priesthood were unalterable and thus also
made that priesthood unalterable. These laws rested
only on the priesthood. When this priesthood was set
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had to be attained; God could not permit inadequate
means and laws concerning such means to stand in the
way. These means and these laws served their
temporary purpose; and when the time came, they had

to be changed for something that would be permanent,
complete, eternal. Hebrews p. 224.

Lenski is very much like Luther in his unified approach
to all of Scripture, as distinct from the use and abuse of
isolated verses and half-verses to arguea point opposed
to the Chief Article of Christianity. 3

The Faith Chapter, Hebrews 11

Hebrews 11 is properly called the Faith Chapter for its
emphasis upon faith, and Abraham is given a
paragraph to emphasize his trust in God, against all
human reason:

KJV Hebrews 118 By faith Abraham, when he was
called to go out into a place which he should after
receiving for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out,
not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned
in the land of promise, as in a strange ountry, dwelling

in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him
of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which

33 Almost anything can be proven with the careful selection of verses and
wrongful selection of topics. As Luther wrote, the Bible is a book for heretics.
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hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11
Through faith also Sara herself received strength to
conceive seed, and wasdelivered of a child when she

was past age, because she judged him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and
him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the seashore
innumerabl e.

Whatever Abraham accomplished came by faith in God,

so he established an earthly estate and with Sarah, the

future of believers, too numerous to count. And yet he
EOUOwUOOO0OOwWwEaAawW &OEZUwWwEOOOEOQE
sacrificed, to teach all those who followed what it can

mean for God to give His only begotten Son. The ram

which replaced Isaac on the altar was like Christ on the

altar as the substitute for our sins, both the victim and

the priest.

KJV Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the
promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom
it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:19
Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead; from whence also he received him in a
figure.
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Abraham in James

James 2 contains a passage which the works saints try
to kidnap for their benefit. This is good for the logical
fallacy of emphasis, so often exploited by false teachers.

KJV James 220 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
faith wit hout works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?
23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abr aham
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.24
Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and
not by faith only.

The author was not presenting an argument against
Paul, but showing that as a believer, Abraham obeyed
the command of God. We could alternately write that
faith without works is not genuine faith.
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Silencing the Mouths of Rationalists and
Apostates

The safest way to talk about the Bible in public is to
assume a rationalistic stance and to allow for that, rather
than countering it. Worth remembering too are the

opponents of Jesus Christt religious leaders, leaders of
His own religion. Between the rationalists and the
apostates within, a lifetime of debate is ahead of us.

The Bible Dropping Down from Heaven

wx Ox UOEUWEI 1 DOOPOT wbUwUOWUE
that dropped down from heaven. It is a human book,
PUPUUI OWEOPOWEawOIl Oiimed th&tw OO
the Bible floated down from heaven, so this is a straw
man logical fallacy ¢ erect a straw man, knock it down,
declare victory. The answer is relatively simple ¢ 2 8 1 UOw
it was written by men. | agree with what the Pope said,
The Bible has two natures, like Christ, human in being
PUPUUI OwEa wOl OOWEDPYDOI wbOwl E®
The Bible Could Have 100 Books or Only Forty

Columbus, Ohio once boasted a Lutheran seminary

with exceptional Biblical scholars ¢ Loy, Leupold, and

Lenski. The ALC replaced Lenski with an apostate and

the seminary went downbhill fast and furious. | visited

the seminary bookstore to see if they sold+ | OUOP z U w-
Testament commentaries. No, they did not, they said -
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as if that would pollute the students. The store sold
books on Romans 1 being fulfiled and volumes on
death and dying.

The ALC seminary graduates in the Columbus area
liked to preach that the Bible could have 100 books in it
or only 40. They never explained which ones they
would add ¢ Blessed Rage for Orcerhe Documents of
Vatican II? ¢+ or subtract. The clergy used the old
arguments from rationalists to prove shocking claims
that were already refuted with ease. One of the best
counter arguments is to bring up Simon Greentree, the
legal scholar who specialized in evidence at Harvard.
He began by trying to prove all the contradictions in the
resurrections of Christ, but the powerful Word of God
defeated him, converted him to the Christian Faith, and
made him an example of direct confrontation with the
Scriptures.

| Agree with Paul and John about the Virgin

Birth

One of the old rationalist responses to the Virgin Birth
of Christ is to claim agreement with the Apostles Paul
and John about this great miracle, hinting that no such
language can be found in either author. This argument
would be powerful if it were not so outrageously false.
Of course, the skeptics always say that the facts must be
in harmony with their way of thinking. Although the
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Virgin Birth is clearly and unequivocally taught in two
Gospels and predicted in Isaiah 7 and 9, a third and
fourth match in simlar language is demanded.

Paul and the Virgin Birth

Romans 1 begins with the apostolic greeting for his
most important doctrinal letter, so the wording is
especially clear and universal in scope.

KJV Romans 13 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, which was made of the seed of David according
to the flesh; 4 And declared to be the Son of God with
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead:

This description of Christ includes His humanity and
descent from King David, but also His divinity as the
Son of God. His resurrection from the dead proved His
sinless state since death is inevitable for us mortals.
Thus, the parallel claim - that Jesus is just a man in the
sameway the Bible is just a book ¢ fails entirely.

The worst theology comes from the dogmatics books,

which are weak on Scriptural knowledge and inclined

to soar off into various philosophies rather than sticking

PDUT wUT T wOl RUOwWDUUI (piahucledriy) Oz Uu
teaches the Two Natures of Christ, and the Virgin Birth

IS necessarily associated with Jesus being both God and

Man ¢
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KJV Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus:6 Who, being in the form of God,
thought it n ot robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men8 And
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death ofthe
Cross.

Some ancient heretics denied the humanity of Christ.
Our modern genius dogmatics professors deny the
divinity of Christ. Paul teaches both the humanity and

the divinity , which can only mean the Virgin Birth.
&OEzZUw6 OUEWEEEUI U the 4ameddddonsO |
from different perspectives. Those who deny the
obvious are not content with four Gospels in perfect
harmony but want their imaginary dissonance to be
praised as beautiful, soothing, and the answer to all
guestions.

John and the Virgin Bi rth

The rationalists want to date the Gospel of John as a
philosophical book written hundreds of years later.
Unfortunately for them, the earliest fragment of the
New Testament is dated around 100 AD, and that is a
scrap of the Gospel of John. Skeptics araineasy about
the emphasis upon faith in Jesus in the Fourth Gospel.
Naturally they would like to remove the divine from the
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Gospel lacks the Virgin Birth narrative.

But how does the Gospel start? Thefirst verse echoes

the Trinity, with the Word being used three times, like

the ringing of great cathedral bells + The Word, the

Word, the Word. 3 Jesus is the Word of God, the Logos,
as defined in that first verse.

KJV John 11 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The
same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made.

Jesus is both man and God, and the Logos (Word) pre
existed the Incarnation. Moreover, this Word ¢ as the
Command of God ¢ created everything. Nothing was
made apart from Him. To remove the Virgin Birth from
the two natures of Christ is bad enough, but this
superficial and errant claim is a rejection of the
Scriptures and Creation, not a help in understanding
anything.

The Holy Trinity
Early in higher education, | heard the Trinity denied as
Scriptural, perhaps in college. Two claims are popular ¢

34 enski, The Gospel of John
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1) the word Trinity is not in the Bible (true!) and 2) the
concept did not become universal until the Council of
Chalcedon (false!). | found these assertations so
annoying that | included them in some books and
devoted one book, The Holy Trinity, to examples from
the Scriptures. For the book we used the formula of
including the mention o f the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit within two verses of each other. The Trinity
is found throughout the Bible starting with Genesis

KJV Genesisl In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 3
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

When God the Father commanded, the Logos or Son
executed the command (John 1:3) and the Spirit lore
witness to this Six Day Creation.
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KJV Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author
and Finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Albrecht Duerer - All Saints’ Day
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The History of the Bible

Most of History Is Lost

C. S. Lewis described our knowledge of history as if all
the libraries in the world were destroyed, except one,
and that was also burned up, except for one book, and
that book had only one sentence left visible, and it could
hardly be read. We read histories without assuming
that the effort in each case is to condense facts and
perspectives as much as can be known at that time.The
first to uncover something new is often able to own that
story when published, accepted, and promoted.

Yale professor Paul L. Holmer discussed this in a lecture
Pl wEUUI OET EGw' 1 WUEPEOwW?31 1 L
years, with everyone writing about that idea until
something else comes up. However, the subordinate
writers between eras are always stuck in producing
aboutbooks. They are writing aboutthat new or creative
E b U E O ¥ T Thet@ndptation with ancient documents is
to invent something worthy of universal publicity while
controlling the information. Rewards are great for the
person who discovers or uncovers something new and
ancient. The temptation to commit fraud is great
becausethe supposed facts becomeestablished truths in

35 These words are paraphrased from memory, summer school at Yale
Divinity, about 1980.
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spite of contrary evidence. A good example is the
promotion of Roman Catholic dogma, with the claim,

261 w i EYI w EOPEaUd Rugatdni, Ghe UT D
Assumption of Mary, the Immaculate Conception of

Mary, the power of the scapular, the infallibility of the

Pope, and the ability of the Pope to forgive all sins or

retain all sins.

Old Testament

The Old Testament is written in Hebrew and Aramaic.
The sentences read from right to left, which seems
impossible for the uninitiated, but the style is not
difficult to | earn. The Hebrew language is quite
different from our Greek, Latin, and English, but
learning it opens up the meaning to Biblical students,
young and old. One professor described Hebrew as
21 EUAwUOwWOl EUOOwI EVawlUOwi Ouil
again. Greek is difficult to learn but also difficult to
forget, because so many Greek words transliterate into
English ¢ lamp, sandal, photo, graph, phone, and hydro.

The original Old Testament has not been trashed and
cut up the way the New Testament has in the Westcott-
Hort-Aland era, doubtless because Old Testament
copies remained within the Jewish community and
particular care was given to each copy. The letters and
words were counted to make sure the copy was the
same as the original being reproduced.
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The Old Testament books accepted by the Jews,
excluding the Apocrypha, are also accepted by
Christians.

Alexander the Great 7 Universal Language

One man changed our world and gave his language and
culture to generations following ¢ Alexander the Great.
When his father King Philip was murdered in 336 BC,
Alexander took over the professional army of
Macedonia, which was always kept in training, not
called up part-time as other armies were. Alexander
first united Greece and then sailed across the
Mediterranean Sea to canquer Persia, a constant enemy
and threat to the Greek cities.

Alexander turned the largest empire in the world,

Persia, into his empire, and exported his language and
culture to the lands he conquereds The Romans
eventually took over that territory and more, but Greek
remained the international language of culture and

commerce, much like English is today. Baby Boomers
were told they needed Latin to get into a good college,
but the Roman Empire always saw Greek as the
language of culture. From Greece they borrowed the
gods, engineering, math, architecture, sculpture,

' DUwi EYOUDUT wbUI O w bidel UvhiehundkSpt ia aspdcial bo® O1 U :
near his bed.
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architecture, poetry, drama, comedy, and republican
government. Washington DC is a collection of Greek
temples with Roman touches. Romi z Uw UODP @I
accomplishments are perhaps overstated, so thee is a
i EEwOi | WwEUEDOUS »

The Septuagint and the Subsequent Loss of

Greek

One of the greatest achievements of Biblical versions
came from the need of Jews to have the Old Testament
studied a common language. The name Septuagintis
often represented by the Roman numeral LXX for 70.
No one knows exactly when it was translated or the
exact dates.The translation probably began around 285
BC, so it was available not only to Jews but to those who
knew Greek.

The glory of Greece was far gone when the Son was
born of the Virgin Mary. However, the language
remained in all territories conquered by Alexa nder and
ruled by his generals afterwards. Rome got into peace-
making, often called occupation, when they were called
in to settle the constant fighting in the Holy Land,

37 |gnore the San Francisco song. The original words of the poem aret ? 3 1 1 w
gOOUVUawUT EVWPEUW&UI T ET OwUOT 1 wil UEHEIENnR.UwUT E
"OOXxEUI wUT E0wl0Ow3O60aw!' 1 601 U0wUPOT BOT Ow? 3
EEaéb-»
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around 60 BC. For a time, people teaching the Bible
claimed the New Testament was written in Aramaic,
that Jesus taught in Aramaic. No one has found this
proposed Aramaic New Testament, a theory which

ignores how useless a local idiom might be contrasted
to the language used around the civilized world, Koine

Greek, or common Greek. They did not use the same
style of Greek as Homer did centuries earlier but the
simplified Greek of conversation, letters, and
commerce.

Jesus was born in the pagan Roman Empire, seemingly
at the peak of its size, power, and grandeur. But the
decline had started and rushed to a conclusion a few
centuries later, the Western Roman empire conquered
by outsiders. However, the Eastern Roman Empire
began with the Emperor Constantine Christianizing its
lands, which lasted a more than 1100 years 3064 1453
AD. The Fall of Rome led to the fragments of the
Western Roman Empire ¢ Europe ¢+ adopting Latin
Bibles while the Eastern Roman Empire - called
Byzantium after its capital city - preserved Greek, Greek
literature, and Greek culture with Christianity the main
religious force.

Constantine became Emperor of Rome in 306. He was
enough of a Christian to create a new capital at
Byzantium, a small town ideally placed for trade
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between the West and Asia3 He wanted a Christian
capital and enticed Roman families to move to his new
home, which he dubbed the New Rome.* As a trading
city for jade and silk, the city became known as
Constantinople. Vast wealth accumulated and enemies
were defeated in their attacks on the city. In spite of a
long and glorious history, from growth to de cline and
defeat, historians have given little thought to the
Byzantine Empire. As a result, most people think the
Roman Empire collapsed around 400 AD, but that was
only the European part. While Europe seemed divided
into little fiefdoms and duchies, deve loping new
languages, Byzantium preserved the Greek language,
Greek art, and the Greek manuscripts. The tragedy of
"OOUUEOOxOI zUw I EOOwWw PUw EDUI
Renaissance in Europe when Greek scholars and
manuscripts made their way into Europe as they
escaped.

The Ottoman Empire
After the prophet Mohammed died, in 632 AD, his
enemies rose up to remove his influence from Arabia.

38 Scholars are divided about how sincere his faith was. He named himself
Equal to the Apostles, but his actions did not always reflect that title.

39 Empires after Rome have sought to be the New Rome, first the Byzantine,
then the Holy Roman Empire, Russia with its Caesars or Tsars, and Germany
as the Third Empire + Rome, Holy Roman, and Nazi. However, the Byzantine
was the longest surviving and remains the most ignored by historians.
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Instead, his followers countered and wiped out all
active opposition.

The Byzantine Empire was protected against invasion
unti | the growth of the Ottoman Empire in the 1300s.
Byzantium did not have a warlike culture, but the
Muslims were active in conquest. By 1453, the
Byzantine Empire had been whittled down to
Constantinople alone, and it fell on May 29™. The last
emperor of Constantinople, who died fighting, was
named Constantine, just as the last emperor of Rome
was named Romulus and died fighting in 476, which
was considered the end of the Roman Empire.

Constantinople became Istanbul by combining the
Greek words for ? B O U O w UdiThegrigad dhd gotelen

Ol UUOxOOPUWPEUWUDPOXxOawEEOOI
York City is today. A lawyer who worked in New York
UEPEwUOOwWUUOW? ( WEEOWE Owda wpb O
havetogointo Ti T w" PUad»> w' | WEEEI EO
tell newcomers from old hands. New York is simply

31T w"HPUAG

The fall of Constantinople was preceded and followed

by Greek scholars and artists fleeing to Europe with

their treasures, which initiated the Renaissance. Ancient
Greek culture was admired and copied in many ways,

POFQuws Cw puF?
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and the Greek New Testament came to replace the
Vulgate. Thus, the end of the two empires, Rome and
Byzantine, mark the beginning and end of the Middle
Ages.

The fall of Rome facilitated the Church in governing

Europe, with its common language ¢ Latin ¢+ and its
network of bishops and priests. The greater struggle

began, not with the first Rome to fall, but with the

second + Constantinople - the Renaissance and
Reformation, the Gospel versus the Antichrist.
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The Old Latin Version EOE w) I UOOI z Uw
Apocrypha

The Latin version of the New Testament seems to come
to life in the fifth century afte r Christ, with Jerome
creating the Vulgate. However, that is far off, because
the OId Latin version was actually translated around
150 AD. The difference is that the Old Latin and the
Vulgate have different sources. The Old Latin uses the
Traditional Text, the other is the Vaticanus, the
opposing minority version Tischendorf and Hort
adored and exalted. This fact introduces the concept
that there are two basic traditions for the New
Testament. One was copied voluminously and left
behind thousands of examples ¢+ the Traditional or
Majority Text. The secondis the corrupted Vatican and
Sinaiticus, deviously promoted by Tischendorf, who
PEPUEOYI UI E2 wEOQOUT OwUT T OQwOE!
Westcott, Hort, Nestle, and Aland.

The Traditional Text in its many variations and
translations became important for the independent
6 EOEI OUI UOwPT OwbOwlUUOwWDLOI O
The story of these people is one of extreme persecution
and hardship.
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The Waldensians ¢ Pre-Reformation Gospel

Most of us think of New Testament development as
Greek ¢ Latin + Erasmus - Luther ¢ KJV, omitting the

Waldensesand many others. The path is not so simple,
as the OId Latin and Vulgate show. The Waldenses
persecution is taught in church history classes, but the
story does not get the lasting recognition it deserves.
Wylie argues that the original idea came from a poem,
Nobla Leycort An opponent of the movement, Rorenco,
declared the movement was ancient The name of the
group comes from Peter Waldo, a merchant who sold
his business and gave the money to the poor toward the
end of the 1100s. Others followed him, which

contributed to a tradition of voluntary poverty, lay

preaching, and evangelism. They did not agree with the
Roman pope and already had a tradition of

independence from Rome. The Waldenses were
discussed at the Third and Fourth Lateran Councils.
They were prevented from preaching without

41 The Nobla Leycon though a poem, is in reality a confession of faith, and

could have been composed only after some considerable study of the system
of Christianity, in contradistinction to the errors of Rome. Wylie, J.A. . The
History of the Waldensdg. 8). Kindle Edition.

42Yet he states that "they were not a new sect in the ninth and tenth centuries,
and that Claude of Turin must have detached them from the Church in the

ninth century.” Wylie, J.A. The History of the Waldensgs. 8). Kindle Edition.
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permission from Rome. Persecution arose and theg
escaped to the mountains of Northern Italy.

John Milton penned the sonnet, which touches upon the
violence against the Waldenses

Sonnet 18

On the Late Massacre in Piedmont(1655)
Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughter'd saints, whose bones
Lie scatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold,

Ev'n them who kept thy truth so pure of old,
When all our fathers worship'd stocks and stones;
Forget not: in thy book record their groans

Who were thy sheep and in their ancient fold
Slain by the bloody Piemontese that roll'd

Mother with infant down the rocks. The ir moans
The vales redoubl'd to the hills, and they

To Heav'n. Their martyr'd blood and ashes sow
O'er all th' Italian fields where still doth sway

The triple tyrant; that from these may grow

A hundred -fold, who having learnt thy way

Early may fly the Babylonian woe.*

43 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/ 44747/sonnetl8-avenge-o-lord -
thy -slaughterd -saints-whose-bones. The actual slaughters are too horrible to
print. They are haunting, focused on the innocent, and impossible to forget.
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Waldenses Bible

The Waldenses endured horrific persecution from the
Church of Rome, which made them the forerunner of
the Reformation.+ Studying one book on the long
history of the Waldensians will show that the Vatican
did not control all of Europe, and people stood up to the
false claims and teachings of the pope. They had Bibles
translated into their languages, and these Bibles
influenced Luther and the King James editors in the
language and Greek manuscripts used. They followed
the Majority Text tradition and not minority Vaticanus.

Erasmust The Reformer Who Stayed in the
Church

Roman Catholic priests and nuns remember Erasmus,

and not always with fondness. One priest visited Notre

Dame University, wearing a Hawaii an shirt, to promote

the social activism goals of his group. A nun confronted

I DPOBw ?23T1T Ul wadUw T O0Ow NUUUw ¢
dispensation to wear secular clothes, and he enjoyed the
friendship of many power ful people. That remains the
paradox of Erasmus, because he starting the wagon

44 Jack Moorman, Forever Settledop. 2271f.
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going downhill to start the Reformation ¢ then he
jumped off. Or ¢ he laid the egg that Luther hatched.

Those analogies overlook the slow and bloody build -up
of the Reformation, a seeming series of defeats by papal
armies and allies.! a WEEEDPEI OUOwWOU w& OE ;
decided to make a lot of money by producing fake
hand-made Bibles, extremely valuable. To do so they
had to use a new invention and design the fonts and
fancy-work. When expensive volumes looked identical,
impossible with han d-drawn work, the scheme blew
up. The outcome made printed Bibles and religious
books far less expensive because Gutenberg turned a
wine press into a printing press. This was so simple that
everyone copied the design and created their own
publishing companies. Thus, the budding reform
movements against the Vatican - which had been
impeded by exile, execution, slavery, torture, and
warfare + were given protection and speed by the
printed Word o f God.
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Erasmus gathered the Majority Text, which fueled the
Reformation, but he stayed in the Church of Rome.

Figure8 Erasmus edited the fir&reek New Testament and rejected Vaticanus. The liberals
are still pouting.
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The Luther Bible and the Printing Press
Established the Reformation

Here | Stand

A
Y
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One Reformation, One Evangelical and
Protestant Church

The historians are fond of speaking about many
reformations + Swiss, English, Scottish, Radical, Dutch,
Romani. In truth, one Reformation changed the course
of Christianity, whe n Martin Luther and his associates
referred to themselves as the Evangelicals within the
Church. Later, the term Protestant was associated with
their positive witness to the truth (the meaning of Pro
and Test) at the Second Speier Conference. Subsequent
movements were not part of, but breaks from the
Reformation, chiefly from Zwingli and Calvin - and
from the Swiss radicals - called Anabaptists,
Mennonites, Hutterites. Zwingli and Calvin sought to
be assocated with Luther but furtively broke from his
leadership and established the sect(eventually called
Calvinist or Reformed) from which the radicals
rebelled.

The Reformation revived the Apostolic Church because
of one man ¢ Luther ¢ and one invention, the printing
press, proclaiming the Gospel Word in the midst of
darkness, superstition, corruption, and slavery. The
Word of God had more power than the armies of the
Pope and his allies.
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Luther was the son of a man who owned and managed
mines, with training that promised an honorable and
prosperous future. When a violent storm threatened his
life, he prayed to the saint of miners that he would
become a priest and a monk. Once inside the
Augustinian order, he was trained in the Latin
philosophies of the Middle Ages+t Augustine, Aquinas,
and many more. Like many denominations today,
which honor the Scriptures with their lips, the Medieval
theologians honored their own traditions and fortified
them with centuries of tradition and Vatican support.

Luther determined to make himself into the best
possible monk and priest, but circumstances molded
him into a Doctor of the Bible. His supervisors saw in
him the ability to become a professor in the Scriptures,
and that meant extra study of the Bible, where his
exceptional mind found endless contradictions. If the
Bible was indeed the Word of God, then it was at war
with the visible Church . If Holy Mother Church in
Rome was the ultimate authority, then the Scriptures
had to be ignored when enforcing edicts against the
Gospel. He was as perfect a monk as any man could be,
obsessively so, but that did not change the anguish he
felt for his sins. Pleasing God with works only increased
the pain. Looking for a way to perfect himself by works,
he found forgiveness through faith i n Jesus Christ

alone.
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, OUU0w EVUT OUDPUPT Uw I DOOwWw OEDau
conversion to Justification by Faith, but they give little
attention to his Biblical approach to the Scriptures. The

reason for this lack of foundational work is the weak
doctrinal backgrounds of the Pietists, Rationalists, and
Calvinists. Given this weak foundation, their
conclusions often skirt the boundaries of mockery,
caricature, and unbelief. One can argue, with plenty of
UUxxOQUUOwWUT ECw+U00T T UzUwWYDI Puw
in the Luther Bible, the Tyndale Bible, and the King

James Version. The absence of this perspective has led

the greedy printing establishments, denominations, and

Bible societies into a nightmare of bad compromised
translations based on a corrupt New Testament Greek

text.s

45 The Old Testament has suffered from similar translating abuse, but the
original text is protected by the Masoretic tradition instead of the established
monopolies of Hort, Westcost, Nestle, and Aland.
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The Gutenberg Press dropped the price of Bibles and
Christian literature, so no army could stop the Gospel,
because everyonehad enough money to learn from the
Good News.
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Luther : The Holy Spirit and the Word
v ' m Pl

Luther had the ability to see the content of the entire
Bible as a whole, which is the only proper way to read
& OEz Uw 6 OU petspecivie EsUinu harmony with

traditional Judaism, which is inherently Christ ian. This
view can be discerned in two ways:

1. The Word is never without the Spirit.
2. The Spirit is never without the Word. 4

The denominations have fallen far away from #1.
Nothing proves that more than the multiplication of
programs, gimmicks, and sociological analysis

46 Adolph Hoenecke expressed this in his Dogmatics largely ignored by WELS.
He included, after th osetwo statements athird ¢ ? 31T EQwbDUwUOUOE WE OE
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employed by the blind, faithless, and confu sed leaders,
whatever their label might be. The proof is easy to find,

in the most powerful and Gospel -centered book of the
Old Testament ¢ Isaiah.

Isaiah 55: 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts. 10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater11 So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto

| sent it.

Verse 8 defeats the sociological statements of leaders,
UUET wWEUw? OOwOUT EOCPAaEUDOOU!
OOUDPOT wol OET UUB > w51 UUT wNwEO
beyond our comprehension and only understood by the

faith created in us by God. This introduces the
SpiritYWord  connection found throughout the
Scriptures.

No one can dispute that the rain and snow come down
and invariably change the soil on which they land. The
effects are undebatablet rain and snowmelt make the
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earth come alive, everything budding and growing. The
inevitable results of rain and snow are seed for the
sower and food for those who hunger.

This parable from God Himself, as Creator and Teacher,
cannot be refuted. His Word goes forth from Him, not
something to play with, a pointed phrase lifted simply
as asecular lesson from an unbelieving speaker. This
divine Word has three effects or Promises:

A. The Word will always have a divine effect.

B. The Word will never return to God without a
divine effect.

C. The Word will prosper everything God intended.

Thus, the Holy Spirit always works with the Word,

since the Word always has an effect, and that effect is
always accomplished and prospered by God. These

UT UT T wxUOOPUI UwEUI wbOwEOOX OI
Word always being efficacious. These promises also
confirm that the Spirit works only through the Word.

Although the Pentecostals and charismatics can be
understood for leaving their mainline churches for
churches that taught faith in Jesus Christ and His
miracles, the emphasis of the Holy Spirit working apart
from the Word has been harmful and abusive. Someone
can claim that the Spirit spoke in a dream and Brother
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Johnson has to leave to start a mission in Guatemala. If
dreams count as revelations from God, the turmoil will

never end and the damage donecan be worse than the
corpse-cold rationalism of the liberal, rationalistic
denominations. Are we to believe that a program sold
 OUwxUOTI PUWPUWR?REOODPOUI EwEa U
x UOT UEOU wW? Y1 U a sinkil@ €aedditdhE 2 wb O
All false doctrine comes from separating the Spirit from

the Word. For example, the pope simply declares
something to be true and that becomes an infallible

Ul YI OEUPOOQwWOi w&OEOWEIT EEUUIT w
I DPOwl UUGB > uhali® @diofsuare Bften cited as
proof for their dogma, even when they come from
visions of dead saints. Chemnitz observed that meant
expanding the Bible and enrolling vast numbers of the

dead into the teaching office of the Church.

Luther called all fals e doctrine Enthusiasm, a term not
often used or defined. However, it gathers everything
into two categories ¢ either in harmony with the
Scriptures or declared apart from and against the Bible.
World religions may be interesting to study from a
historical or cultural viewpoint, but they do not have
the standing and credibility of the Scriptures. That is the
historic view of the Scriptures.

The inerrancy of the Scriptures has been targeted by the
hot-headed apostates who formed the Evangelical
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Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). They claimed
inerrancy was a new word and not appropriate for the

Bible. Luther used the Latin words for inerrant and
infallible in his Large Catechism, Holy Baptism. 4 The

actual reason for inerrant replacing infallible for & OE z U w
Word was the slithering of the compromisers who said

the Bible was infallible, except for its historical and
geographical passages. That is like saying the limousine

is perfect, except for the smoking engine and the
clanking transmission.

A professor at Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne, asked
theclassforE WET UEUDx UDP OO WO w* B Ow! |
a visitor, ( w U EAPdEr@ing 2o Barth, w e should study
with the Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the
OUT [Toedseminary professor smiled in agreement. |
addedOw ? . UT T UUwpbOUOEwWUEawBREUUIT
newspaper in one hand and a Kalashnikov in the other,
Pl DOl wUUEOEDOT woO O wlai theuritrooE O1 6 -
those words.s Barth is now known to be a Marxist, a

flagrant adulterer, and a mentor who used his li ve-in

7371 w+EUPOwPOUEUWI OUwDOI UUEOQUWEOEwWDOI EC
Catechism, Baptism.

48 The future Objective Justification advocate, Jay Webber, was furious with

me for upsetting the apostate seminary professor.
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mistress to write most of his Dogmaticswithout giving
her credit.»

Figure9 Karl Barth moved the younger, unmarried Charlotte Kirschbaum into hisehaus
spite othis wife and children.

Figure 10 Karl Barth's writing stopped when Charlotte died.

included his mistress Charlotte Kirschbaum. Karl Barth and Radical Politics
uncovers his early and late Marxism.
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